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Abstract

Transformational changes have been taking place in the political systems in many countries of the world
over the last few decades. This issue arouses the great interest of scientists and researchers. In the article, I pay
particular attention to the study of the “traditional” and “new” party systems and their role in the country’s
contemporary political life. Given the challenge of the day, I see populism as a problem with its impact on
democracy along with such issues as the role of populist parties and the citizens’ attitude to them, the analysis
of problems developing in the political process, particularly, in parties and movements of the populist type; the
formation and development of multi-party systems and democracy as a whole.

Populism is considered in the article as a political ideology. This phenomenon is investigated as a
component of the political parties’ activities, especially, of the Ukrainian parties. A comparative analysis of
populist parties in the European Union and Ukraine has been carried out.

I analyze the main factors of populism’s influence on the party-political system on the examples of the
European countries and Ukraine. I also prove that populism has always occupied a special place in the
implementation of programs of political leaders and parties. It is noted that populism remains the current
day phenomenon of both the party-political system and the socio-economic life of the countries in the world.
Having a considerable influence over the politics of the countries, where functioning of democratic institutions
is relatively inexperienced, populism has a rather clear manifestation in the modern political space and the
“old” democracies. There is a clear link between increasing populism and exacerbating socio-economic
problems. The inability of the political establishment, including the democratic one, to respond effectively
to new problems and challenges is an important factor contributing to the emergence and growth of populist
influence.

The in-depth analysis of the populist rhetorical and political effects on the development of modern
democracy is particularly important, i. e. the margins between the reality and virtuality, truth and falsehood
are leveling; facts lose their value; deconstruction of truth takes place; traditional ideologies are destroyed;
moral relativism, hypocrisy and double standards are spreading out.

Keywords: Constitution, Crisis, Elections, European Union, Ideology, Leader, Manipulative
Technologies, Party.

3arocTpeHHsI KPU3HU MOJITHYHHUX CHCTEM
Anomauisn
Obrpynmogyemscs, Wo 3a OCMAHHI KiIbKa Oecamuiimos y NOAIMUYHUX cucmemax 0azamvox Kpain
ceimy I00YIUCS [ NPOO0GHCYIOMb BI00YSAMUCT MPAHCHOPMAYIUHI 3MIHU, SKI SUKIUKAIOMb HEAOUSKULL
inmepec Haykosyie, dociionukie yiei npobnemamuxu. OcobIuso 30cepedicycmvcs yeaza Ha OO0CTIONCEHHI
«MPAOUYItIHUXY MA «HOBUX» NAPMIUHUX CUCTNEM, HA X POAL V CYUACHOMY NOTIMUYHOMY HCUMMI KPAiHu.
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Bpaxosyrouu suxauk cyuacHocmi, Ha20n0Uyembcs Ha NPooaemi NONYILI3MY, U020 NIUSY HA 0eMOKPAMIto, poii
NONYAICMCOKUX NAPMIll | GIOHOWEHHSL 00 HUX 2POMAOSH KPAinU, HA aHAli3i npooiem Po38UMKY NOLIMUYHO20
npoyecy, 30Kpema napmii ma pyxie nOnyicCmMcbKo20 mMuny, CMaHo8LeHHs Ma pO36UMKY 0a2amonapmitiHux
cucmem i 0eMOKpamii 8 yinomy.

Posenanymo nonynizm sax nonimuuny ioeonocito, 00CHiodiceHo ye sasuuje, K CKAA008Y OiIbHOCMI
NOATMUYHUX NAPMIl, 30KpeMa, YKPaiHCbKux. 30iticHeno NOpIBHANIbHUL AHAII3 NONYIICICLKUX NAPMIll KPAiH
Esponeticoxoeo Coro3y i Yrpainu.

IIpoananizo6ano 0CHOBHI YUHHUKU 6NAUBY NONYNIZMY HA NAPMIUHO-NONIMUYHY CUCIEMY HA NPUKLA0axX
esponeticokux Kpain i Yxpainu. /losedeno, wo nonyuizm 3aexncou 3aumag ocodruse micye 6 peanizayii
npozpam noaimuyHux nioepie ma napmiu. 3a3Haieno, wo NonyaizmM 3aIUUAEMbCA AKMYalbHUM (hDeHOMEHOM 5K
NapmitiHo-noLimMuyYHol cucmemu max i coyianbHO-eKOHOMIYHO020 dcumms Kpain cgimy. 30ilcHIouU 3HAYHUL
6NAUG HA NONIMUKY KPAiH [3 NOPIGHSHO MAAUM 00C8I0OM (DYHKYIOHYSAHH OeMOKDAMUYHUX [HCIUMYMIs,
nonynizm 00cums NOMIMHO BUABNAE cebe )y CYUACHOMY NOMIMUYHOMY NPOCMOPI 1l «CMapux» 0emoKpamii.
Icnye ouesuonull 36 30K MidC NOCUNEHHAM NONYIIZMY | 3A20CMPEHHAM COUIAIbHO-EKOHOMIYHUX HpOoOIeMm.
Baowcnusuii yunHuk, AKUll Cnpuse nosasi ma 3pOCMAHHIO GNAUSY NONYIICMIB, € He30amHICMb NOAIMUYHO2O0
icmebniwmenmy, 30Kkpema i Yiikom 0eMOoKpamuyHo20, eqpeKmusHo peazy8amu Ha HO8l mpyOHOWi ma GUKIUKU.

Ocobnueoi 6acu nabysae enuOUHHUL AHATI3 NIUGIE NONYIICHCLKOT pUMOPUKY [ NOTTMUKU HA PO3GUTNOK
CYHACHOT 0eMOKPAmIii: HiBeI0I0MbCA 2PAHI MIJIC PEAnbHICMIO [ 8IPMYalbHICMIO, NPABO0IO 1 HeNpasoolo, haxmu
8MpPavarOms 3HA4eHHs1, 8i00Y8AEMbCsi 0eKOHCMPYKYIS ICIMUHU, PYUHYIOMbC MPAOUYItHI i0€0n02il, WUpsamvcs

MOPANbHULL PETTMUBIZM, TUYEMIPCMEBO 1l NOOBILHI CIanOapmu mowo.

Knrouosi cnosa: Koncmumyuis,
MaHinyIAmueHi mexHonozii, napmis.

Kpu3a,

The Problem Statement.

The sharp rise of populism and the associat-
ed threats to political, party and socio-economic
stability have a negative impact on the lives of
both individual countries and the international
community. The greatest threat to populism in
the country’s party-political system is its appeal
to simple, quick decisions, which contradicts to
the objective tendency. That complicates the con-
tent of modern political processes and increases
their dynamism. Consequently, the increasingly
complex, large-scale problems appear to society.
Populism poses a constant threat to fragile polit-
ical stability, and, together with the problem of
corruption, it evens out even the most construc-
tive reform initiatives. This is a disturbing phe-
nomenon, but at the same time, it is an opportu-
nity for Ukraine to learn how to draw the right
conclusions with a cold unemotional mind.

Recent Publications Overview.

The extremely rapid spread of populism actu-
alizes the scientific world to a deeper studying of
this phenomenon and to finding ways of its min-
imization. Much attention has been paid to the
study of populism nature and its classification.
However, it became a separate object of scientific
intelligence only in the second part of the 20th
century. Among foreign experts, I distinguish

eubopu,

€Esponeiicokuit  Coto3, ideonocia, nioep,

such researchers as M. Douglas, R.Hofstadter, J.
McCain, I. Donnelly, S. Hoffman, M. Konovan,
G. Ionescu, E. Gellner, D. Macrae, A.Valitskyi,
M. Baranov and others.

In Ukraine, D. Vydrin, M. Demianenko, I.
Kiianka, S. Myhal, M. Minakov, O. Palii, 1. Po-
bochyi, T. Priadko, T. Rad and others were en-
gaged in the study of the practical application of
populism.

In particular, M. Minakov suggests defin-
ing populism as “a specific extra-political logic
shared by political leaders and voters” [Minakov
2010]. O. Kramar notes that “populism tradition-
ally means rhetoric that appeals to the electorical-
ly significant social groups who are unsatisfied
with their lives, fears and hopes; groups that con-
sider their interests antagonistic to the elite inter-
ests” [Kramar 2016]. Eduard Lucas rightly points
out that different populists “proclaim different
statements but derive their power from the only
one source that is called distrust” [Lukas 2016].
There is an opinion among French political ana-
lysts that the conflict between liberals and popu-
lists is now more important than the struggle of
the right and left. In the eyes of common people,
all moderate centrists, collectively referred to as
“liberals”, represent the establishment. There-
fore, “extreme” radicals (the far right, far left, or
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just populists with a mixture of ideological slo-
gans) have a good chance to present themselves
as true defenders of the people. The aim of the
article is to study populism in modern party-po-
litical systems and its impact on democracy in the
country.

The aims (objectives) of the article.

The aim of the article is to study populism in
modern party-political systems and its impact on
democracy in the country.

Presentation of the main research materi-
als and substantiation of the results.

The process of party systems formation and
the problems of establishment and activity of po-
litical parties attract the attention of both domes-
tic and foreign scientists, as well as practitioners,
analysts, experts, researchers at all times and in
all countries.

Due to the rapid development of the profes-
sionalization of politics, especially in recent de-
cades, populism is becoming a widespread phe-
nomenon.

Populism is common to every country, every
political system, but with its own characteristics.
In my view, populism is based on an ideology
that is able to adjust the values and practices of
its adherents and to change their basic essence.
Populism especially progresses in countries with
liberal democracy where the rule of law and the
observance of democratic principles are violated,
power is concentrated in the hands of one per-
son or group of people and where there is lacking
control over the rulers and so on. Populism ad-
versely affects the formation of all public insti-
tutions.

Populism is becoming commonplace, given
social instability, the manifestation of crises in
one way or another in all social spheres, especial-
ly in socio-economic, political, constitutional and
legal, etc. It mostly vividly reveals as a political
and legal phenomenon that “participates” in the
struggle for power. Organization and conduction
of each subsequent election confirm this thesis.
These elections surpass the previous ones in the
criteria of populism prevalence and refinement.
That is, the minds of citizens are manipulated for
the benefit of individual politicians or political
parties.

Aristotle emphasized in his works the im-
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portance of public speaking not only to win the
support of the majority but also to weaken the
opposition and deprive it of influence. He also
highlighted some of the favorable conditions for
populism, especially the polarization of the poor
and the rich and the absence of the middle class.
These factors remain relevant today in the form
of “uncompromising” decisions.

The destruction of the social order and the
loss of belief for civil society to restore this order
through the institutions of the political system are
among the main factors of modern populism that
should be considered. That is, the new challeng-
es that the state faces, the helplessness of politi-
cal elites and existing political institutions in the
face of crises of the political process have led to
a breakdown in society. At the same time, there
is a growing sense of political aloofness in the
society; the power elites are not willing to hear
ordinary Ukrainians; there is loss of opportunity
to influence politics through representative insti-
tutions; and public confidence in all state institu-
tions is going down.

There are problems anyway, and they are not
only in democracy or the electoral system. They
are neither in the absence of an effective and effi-
cient party system where the most influential po-
litical parties hold on to their leaders nor in pop-
ulist slogans of political forces where neither the
leader nor his party bear responsibility for fail-
ure to fulfill election promises. These problems
are rather in the attitude of the electorate itself
to realize the impracticability of populist slogans
and the simultaneous election of those who have
promised more, but not from the standpoint of
statechood, democratic values, etc. As the election
campaign approaches, information attacks on the
open society values, democracy, and a market
economy are always growing. This is the basis
for populism and the challenge for voters.

Representative democracy both in Ukraine
and in the whole civilized world is impacted by
the crisis virus. Traditional party models that are
based on social and ideological interests with a
clear structure and multi-membership are fading
into history. This is a class ideology (the Labour
and the Conservative parties in Great Britain in
the 20th century) or party monopoly (the Com-
munist Party in the Soviet Union). The class
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structure has changed and lost clear boundaries
over time. Thus, monopolies disappeared or were
modernized (the Communist Party of China), and
the development of communications led to better
public awareness. As a result, the public became
more demanding of the political product. The so-
called far-right or far-left parties which are more
like business corporations without basing on
any ideology are replacing the traditional parties
mentioned above.

During the years of Ukrainian nation-build-
ing, there was a permanent crisis of party models
in the country. However, a critical exacerbation
occurred during Ukrainian Revolution of Digni-
ty (2013-2014), when the most existing and real
political projects appeared to cease playing their
role, in fact.

I emphasize that Ukraine ranks first in Eu-
rope for the number of registered political parties.
According to the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine,
there are 352 registered parties. 64 parties in this
list (rather projects) do not participate in elec-
tions at the national level. Thus, it is the violation
of the requirement of Article 24 of the Law of
Ukraine “On Political Parties”, which is the rea-
son for canceling their registration.

Hopes for the approaching changes in party
building in the result of the post-revolutionary
elections of 2014 and 2019 proved futile. The cri-
sis is deepening due to such contributing factors
as the unwillingness of politicians to work in a
new way; lack of people’s trust in political par-
ties; lack of communication, openness, dialogue
and honesty between a voter and a politician. To
my mind, in order to make a powerful political
party, it is necessary to create such a model of
communication with the society which could
make mutually beneficial and, accordingly, fruit-
ful cooperation between the party and society
without populism, demagogy, and slogans.

The long-known definition of populism as
“the shadow of democracy” is extremely true in
today’s Ukrainian realities. In particular, using
populism as a tactic is inevitable. For example,
a party enjoys the confidence of its leader(s) in
order to win the election. At first glance, it seems
that this leader(s) pushes a powerful program,
although designed as a set of populist messages
containing some hidden content. The populism,

that is inherent in political parties and organized
by a group of individuals without a real agenda
but with a real leader who inspires trust among
the voters, is more harmful. Such political parties
are rather media-political projects without any
ideology. Among the most prominent populist
parties in Ukraine are the Radical Party led by
Oleg Liashko, that exploited the aspirations of the
most deprived village population; and the For life
party led by Vadim Rabinovich, that “deceived”
mostly city dwellers (city lower classes). Popu-
lism is also observed in the initiatives of the lead-
ers of such political parties as the All-Ukrainian
Union “Fatherland” (The Batkivshchyna Party),
the European Solidarity, and the Opposition Bloc.

The program of Servant of the People’s rul-
ing party is also market-oriented. It reflected vot-
ers’ sentiment (being a candidate for President
of Ukraine, Volodymyr Zelenskyi suggested that
Ukrainians send the top 5 problems, mostly rel-
evant to the country to their mind, to integrate
these issues into his election campaign) rather
than suggested a balanced strategy that would
include both their own visions and a long-term
vision of the country’s development issues in a
broader sense. At the same time, it could clearly
show the voters that they were the co-creators of
the product, developed by the power of the new
country. This is a clear business marketing ap-
proach. It confirms that under the absence of real
ideological parties and their clear programs pop-
ulism is inevitable. In this context, I see proper
to follow the opinion of the candidate of law sci-
ences, associate professor R. Marchuk as for the
essence of a political party. He considers a party,
firstly, as the carrier of a particular ideology or a
special vision of the world and a human, aimed
at conquering, retaining of political power and
making influence on it; secondly, as a consolida-
tion of people from local to international political
levels; thirdly, as a structure that represents and
protects in politics the interests of certain layers
and groups of the population, as well as a politi-
cal party structure with a set of such characteris-
tics as the ideology, an organizational structure,
methods and means of activity, social base and
electorate, financial base and leaders [Hoshovska
2016: 359]. There is no ideology in the Servant
of the People party. That is why such a crisis phe-
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nomenon as a populism is progressing.

Populism is mostly inherent in the model of
political marketing because populist politicians
are especially sensitive to the demands and wish-
es of their potential voters [Winder 2015].

It is worth noting that Ukrainian political
parties are more inclined to the leadership type,
although there are many leadership parties and
populist movements in the new and old world de-
mocracies.

For example, such populist parties as The
Northern League (populism), the Five Star
Movement (populism) which promised simple
solutions to difficult issues achieved great suc-
cess in the Italian parliamentary elections on
4March 2018. Instead, the Democratic Party
(social democratic ideology) received few seats
in parliament because they were inclined to talk
only about their program, instead of having a di-
alogue (communication) with people concerned
about the masses of problems.

According to the approved changes, the Ital-
ian Parliament is elected by a mixed electoral
system — about 36% of the upper and lower hous-
es of the Parliament are elected on a majority ba-
sis, and the rest is elected on a proportional basis
by party lists. However, this election also demon-
strated the strength of the real parties.

The early parliamentary elections to the low-
er house of the Austrian Parliament on 29 Sep-
tember 2019 were held in a proportional electoral
system with open party lists, with 13 parties and
political groups participating and 183 Members
of Parliament being elected. The center-right
conservative Austrian People’s Party (APP), led
by a former Chancellor Sebastian Kurz, won the
election (with 38.4% of the votes).

The Social Democratic Party of Austria
(SDPA) finished second with 21.5% of the votes.
The third place was taken by the right-wing
pro-Russian Freedom Party of Austria (FPA) with
17.3%, which is 10% less than the result of the
2017 elections. The Greens increased electoral
support, receiving 12.4%. It took the fourth place
in the ranking, triumphantly returned to parlia-
ment after failing in the 2017 elections. The New
Austria liberal party (NEOS) with 7.4% also en-
ters the Austrian National Council [Partiia Kurtsa
2019].
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The early elections did not lead to dramatic
changes in Austria’s political landscape. Certain
shuffles took place only within large political
camps. On the right flank, votes went from the
FPA to the APP, and on the left flank, they went
from the Social Democrats to the Greens. The
political configuration has remained unchanged
since the 1990s. Right-wing parties have a clear
55% majority over left-wing and centrist parties.
Despite the defeat of the FPA, right-wing popu-
lism is firmly entrenched in Austrian politics [Ri-
hert 2019].

Until recently, Spain was the last EU country
without an extreme right party. However, the de-
mand for conservative-minded citizens to count-
er left populism and separatism turned out to be
very high. This explains the rapid activation of
the new Vox party in the political arena.

According to the results of the last parlia-
mentary elections in Spain, a coalition of left
and far-left won, however, the far-right were the
real winners. The Vox, having first entered the
Spanish Parliament in April 2019, has doubled its
number of Members of Parliament in six months
and became the country’s third political force.

The early parliamentary elections in Spain on
11November 2019, complicated the formation of
a viable government and significantly strength-
ened the position of the far-right Vox party. The
far-right Vox party, which firstly entered the
Parliament this year, gained 15.1% or 3.6 mil-
lion votes, that is 900,000 more than in the April
election, with 52 seats in Congress. The Podem-
os left-wing radicals took the fourth place with
12.8%; the Citizens liberal party came in with
6.8% and took the fifth place in the ranking. The
far-right has doubled seats, and government for-
mation is complicated, so early elections will not
help parties to solve problems and unlock Span-
ish politics.

The study of party and electoral systems has
shown that the practice of securing the elector-
al system in the constitution of the country is
widespread in European Union countries. At the
same time, they contain different information
about constituencies and the number of Members
of Parliament (Table 1) [Hromadska merezha
«OPORA» 2019].
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Table

Analysis of the Constitutions of European Union countries

1

Country Electoral system Number of Members of Parliament
Austria the numbers of the National Council deputies is
divided among the qualified electors of the
constituencies in proportion to the number of
citizens who have lived in a particular constituency
according to the result of the last election
Albania 100 deputies of the National Assembly are elected
in single-mandate constituencies;
40 deputies are elected by multi-party lists of
parties or party coalitions according to their rating
Georgia proportional 150 Members of Parliament, one multi-mandate
constituency
Denmark proportional single-mandate constituencies
Estonia proportional 101 Members of Parliament (The Riigikogu)
representation
Spain proportional each constituency has a minimum initial
representation representation and the rest is distributed in
proportion to the population
Italy 630 — The Chamber of Deputies (12 of which are
elected by the overseas constituency)
on a regional basis 315 — The Senate of the Republic (6 of which are
elected by the overseas constituency)
Latvia proportional The Parliament
representation
Luxembourg party-list proportional | 60 members of the Chamber of Deputies
representation
The proportional two Chambers
Netherlands representation
Norway 157 of the Storting deputies are elected by
representatives of constituencies, while the
remaining 8 are elected for getting a greater
proportionality
Portugal proportional the members of the Assembly of the Republic are
representation elected by constituencies
Slovenia proportional 90 deputies of the National Assembly
representation
Finland proportional 12-18 constituencies
The Czech proportional the Assembly of Deputies
Republic representation
principle of the majority the Senate
Sweden voters vote for the party, | 349 deputies of the Riksdag
with the opportunity to
express a preference for a
particular candidate
Switzerland proportional 200 deputies of the lower chamber of the National
representation Council
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Ukraine is no exception. The current Consti-
tution of Ukraine provides for the election of 450
People’s Deputies to the Verkhovna Rada that is
the highest legislative body of Ukraine [Konsty-
tutsiia Ukrainy 1996]. The Draft Law No. 1017
amending Articles 76 and 77 of the Constitution
of Ukraine (on the reduction of the constitutional
composition of the Verkhovna Rada and consol-
idation of the proportional electoral system) pro-
poses to reduce the constitutional composition of
the Verkhovna Rada to three hundred People’s
Deputies and to consolidate the proportional
electoral system [Proekt zakonu Ukrainy 2019].

The study of the political situation in dif-
ferent countries, the activities of political par-
ties and their leaders, and the constitutions of
different states show that securing the electoral
system by the constitution is neither an indica-
tor of democracy nor a model of socio-economic
development of the country. In fact, democracy
is the ability of the authorities and the commu-
nity (demos) to be responsible for themselves, as
well as for their families, their country, and state.
There are situations where such a proportion of
responsible citizens is negligible (20-25%) rel-
ative to the population of the country. So, it is
very difficult to minimize the consequences of
the majority activities, which in ancient Greece
was called “ochlos” (English — crowd). Usually,
demagogues (modern populists), who were the
richest and most influential citizens, exercised
the power on behalf of the ochlos.

Today in Ukraine, most citizens are guided
mainly by primitive emotions. They are extreme-
ly sensitive to populist propaganda and empty
promises, and approvingly responding to the con-
trived and widespread hatred of individual citi-
zens and entire social groups. Thus, the cause of
many historical defeats of Ukraine was not only
an external enemy but an inadequate behavior
of its own population. At the same time, there is
a struggle and competition between oligarchic
clans and higher bureaucracy in Ukrainian pol-
itics. Therefore, democracy is turning to deny it-
self, which proves the crisis of democracy and
the actualization of populism.

In this context, I appeal to the opinion of the
Belgian political philosopher Chantal Mouffe,
who currently holds a professorship at the Depart-
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ment of Politics and International Relations, Uni-
versity of Westminster in the United Kingdom,
where she directs the Centre for the Study of De-
mocracy. She states, that the crisis of democracy
creates a “populist moment” in modern Western
societies [Errejon & Mouffe 2019]. Groups that
are unable to resolve their contradictions through
representation in political institutions prove to be
the most vulnerable to populism, which promises
to return political agency for them. As C. Mouffe
says, this is the way how Thatcher rose to power
in Britain, or Trump did the same in the United
States [Moufte 2018].

Contrary to a popular belief about populism
as degradation of politics, the researcher consid-
ers it as an indispensable element of democracy,
“Democracy understood as “power of the people”
requires the existence of a “demos” — a “people”.
Instead of rejecting the term populist, we should
reclaim it. The agonistic struggle is more than a
struggle between conflicting hegemonic projects.
It is a struggle about the construction of the peo-
ple” [Moufte 2016]. (In this context, it should be
noted that the term “Hegemony” in the original
Greek meaning of the word is “leadership”. It
characterizes the dominant positions of a partic-
ular political force, social group, class, nation,
state, which allow it to enjoy all the benefits of
monopoly control over the distribution of pow-
er in the public system on the appropriate level.
Hegemon can be a state — a single leader or a
leading state among a group of states).

According to C. Mouffe, democracy is not
threatened by populism in itself. It is rather threat-
ened by right-wing populism, which promises to
restore popular sovereignty but reserves it only to
those who belong to a narrow circle of “true rep-
resentatives of the nation”, regarding migrants as
enemies of the nation. However, the displacement
of right-wing populists from democratic politics
will not resolve the conflict, but on the contrary,
it will promote further radicalization (non-insti-
tutional forms of policy implementation are more
likely to become antagonistic) [Mouffe 2018].

Therefore, left-wing populism must be the
answer to right-wing populism. The task of left-
wing populism is to restart and deepen dem-
ocratic hegemony [Mouffe 2018]. Restarting
democratic hegemony with the help of left-wing
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populism must be done according to the rules of
existing democratic institutions. Left-wing pop-
ulists need to go to the elections with officially
registered parties, get a majority in parliament
and form a government. In order to pull the sup-
porters of right-wing populists to their side, left-
wing populists should stop rejecting their claims
as undemocratic only on the basis that they vote
for the right. Instead, they need to try to recon-
ceive those demands in an egalitarian way (for
example, not migrants themselves, but rather
neoliberal politicians supported by oligarchs are
the true causes of poverty and unemployment).

In her writings, the scientist also identifies the
opponents of democracy such as the right popu-
lists, conservatives, theocrats, oligarchs, but they
are not enemies. In her understanding, enemies
are those who do not adhere to the democratic
rules of the game: “An opponent should be con-
sidered not an enemy to be destroyed, but a con-
testant whose existence is legitimate and should
be tolerated. We will fight against his ideas, but
we will not question his right to defend them.
The category of “enemy” does not disappear but
shifts; it remains appropriate for those who do
not adopt democratic “rules of the game and thus
remove themselves from the political communi-
ty” [Mouffe 1993].

Those democratic rules of the game, which
have been historically established in Western
countries, are the result of a particular liber-
al-democratic hegemony or a dominant position
of a certain layer of democracy, a liberal one,
with certain positive definitions of freedom and
equality.

On the whole, C. Mouffe seems to see se-
curing pluralism as a tool for “deepening and
expanding” of liberal-democratic hegemony and
considers it more like a self-sufficient political
aim. Instead, the legitimacy of liberal-democratic
hegemony is narrowing because it hinders plu-
ralism.

In my opinion, the benefit of Chantal
Mouffe’s theory for any political activism lies
not in normative prescriptions but in a concep-
tual apparatus that allows one to understand how
political action takes place. Each political project
is formed around a certain identity, opposed to a
certain figure of the “enemy” and endowed with

certain interests. Every political project always
has a multitude of competing definitions of all
these elements, and the victory of any of them is
the establishment of temporary hegemony, that is,
of certain power relations, but not the “triumph of
truth” or “historical justice”, as is often seen by
those who establish hegemony.

The issues of hegemony, especially the dom-
inant position of a particular political force and
monopoly control over the distribution of power,
etc., are problems for the national contemporary
party-political system and a challenge for democ-
racy in the country.

The far-sighted and current forecasts of the
director of the Center for Civil Society Prob-
lems Studies V. Kulyk [Kulyk 2019]. regarding
the emergence of new types of parties are note-
worthy today among the numerous Ukrainian re-
searchers of representative democracy and party
systems.

As aresult of the analysis of the latest trends
in world party building in 2016, V. Kulyk distin-
guished three kinds of new type parties:

» Order-party;

» Coalition-party;

» Network-party.

The Servant of the People is an example of
the “network-party” that emerged in the politi-
cal arena in 2019 and now has a majority in the
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. The Party of Sharii
is another example of it; however, it did not enter
the Parliament.

In 2019, V. Kulyk supplemented his list with
the following types of parties that may appear be-
fore the next election:

» Instagram-party;

» Society-party.

Given the realities, attitudes and diverse
views of today’s civil society, the inaction of the
authorities can prove a crisis of representative
democracy, which has the challenge of increas-
ing the movement for personal participation of
citizens in political processes on the one hand,
and, alienating of citizens from the power insti-
tute on the other hand. This crisis has to do with
post-politics, that is, with the things that replace
traditional instruments of classical politics (de-
bate, press, strategy, education, etc.).

Politics in today’s Ukraine has become a
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“pageant show”, where there is a parallel distrust
for the representative democracy institutions and
high support of some actors of this “show” who
use dirty manipulative technologies.

In particular:

1. The distraction of civil society’s attention
from important problems and decisions made by
the authorities through the constant saturation of
the information space with minor messages.

Scandals in the Parliament; a visit of Russian
journalists; A. Bogdan’s tricks; populist videos
and the Sheremet case that is far away for per-
ception, all mentioned above distract attention
to a disadvantageous object. Amendments to the
Constitution as the main goal remain in the shad-
OWS.

2. Problem — reaction — solution.

There is a problem, a kind of a “situation”
created, which is designed to provoke a certain
reaction among the population so that society
requires taking measures that are needed by the
authorities.

It is, for example, when the ATO participants
are clearly shown as the main source of violence
in the country. It’s done in order for citizens to
demand the adoption of laws on strengthening se-
curity measures and policies against “associative
elements” in the face of veterans and volunteers,
who are the patriotic nucleus of Ukraine.

3. The gradual strategy.

To adopt any unpopular event, it is enough to
introduce it gradually.

Firstly, the Steinmeier formula was timidly
mentioned. Then, there was an innocent discourse
on the subject. Later, it came to an obligation to
implement it into Ukrainian law. And finally, the
Colonel of the General Staff of the Ukrainian
Ministry of Defense made a statement on “the
reintegration with the militants and the Russian
military soldiers”. People get used to it gradually.

4. Deferring.

Another way to promote an unpopular solu-
tion is to present it as “painful and necessary” and
to achieve immediate citizens’ consent for its im-
plementation in the future. It is easier to agree on
any sacrifices in the future than today.

5. Treat the people like children.

In most publicity-oriented advocacy speech-
es, there are such arguments, characters, words,
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and intonation used as if they were addressed to
school-age children with developmental delays
or mentally disabled individuals.

The more one tries to mislead the listener,
the more he or she tries to use infantile language
turns. So, why does it happen?

If someone addresses a person as if they were
12 years old, then that person’s reaction would
also be without critical assessment because that
is typical for children.

6. Going the emotional route.

It is the classic technique of neurolinguistic
programming aiming at blocking people’s ability
to analyze rationally and, ultimately, to be able to
think critically about what is happening.

To leave the true causes behind the scenes
of what is really happening, someone starts cry-
ing out about what a brutal war is, how peace is
necessary at any terms, and how starving and hu-
miliated people suffer in certain districts of the
Donetsk and Luhansk regions. Emotions are the
enemy of logic.

7. Cultivation of the “predecessors’ guilt”.

One of the important tasks is to make one be-
lieve that only the predecessors of this power are
to be blamed for all the troubles in the country.
Everything they did was terrible; everything the
new power is doing now is fine.

8. Trending at a pedestrian mind. Population

degradation.
The government seeks to introduce the idea

that it is fashionable to be dull and vulgar and
even boorish. They want to say that former cooks,
clowns, wedding photographers and pedophiles
without professional education and practical ex-
perience can become presidents, members of the
National Security and Defense Council (NSDC)
of Ukraine, deputies and ministers [Chomsky
2019].

In today’s fast-paced world, degradation has
not bypassed party systems. Namely, it is ob-
served in:

» reduction of the number of political par-
ties, loss of their influence in the environment
of organizations of professional, age and gender
type;

» the party press passes into history, the fi-
nancing of traditional parties is totally cut down;
instead, the newest parties are quite creative in
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finding funds (for example, the Alternative to
Germany political party, by selling gold and the
collectors’ Deutsche Mark via their online stores,
raised more than 5 million euros in 2018;

» corruption scandals undermine the au-
thority of traditional parties, while anti-system
parties live in security and respond to their image;

» once powerful, global-scale inter-par-
ty organizations (such as Socialist Internation-
al (SI)) faded into history. Inter-European party
cooperation organizations have not replaced this
relationship. The practice of the European Par-
liament shows that a large part of the decisions
taken are determined not by the party, but by the
“country” principle;

» there is a preservation of parties (for ex-
ample, Ukrainian parties are becoming similar to
closed joint-stock (CJS) companies, where there
are beneficiaries (oligarchs), there is an omnip-
otent leader or a board (where every issue is de-
cided). The party is just the vote-getting machine
and the cog in the machine does not have their
own opinion. This explains the desire of par-
ty leaders to impose an imperative mandate for
their deputies, not only in the parliament but also
for members of local councils and to limit their
legislative freedom. Besides, the statute of such
parties is made in such a way that there was no
chance for intra-party democracy. What is more,
CJS-parties have no ideological debate, and ide-
ology in itself;

» the crisis of traditional parties and the
demand for anti-political and anti-establishment
position. In modern politics, these parties posi-
tion themselves as opponents to existing politi-
cal parties and the political party as a whole. The
new movements are not satisfied with the ideo-
logical poverty of the modern parties, their orga-
nizational awkwardness, the separation from the
people, and corruption of the elites. Moreover,
they will be prone to ideological synthesis based
on the lack of political correctness (“without ta-
boo”) [Kulyk V., 2019].

Therefore, parties that may appear in
Ukrainian politics will try to gradually squeeze
out existing traditional party organizations.

It is important to emphasize that today’s po-
litical parties are gradually losing their monopoly
on communication means with the help of which

society transmits its complaints, claims, and
hopes. At the same time, the number of various
interests is rapidly increasing and parties simply
cannot physically reach them. Attempts to please
everyone and immediately usually end in defeat.
And here is a chance for civil organizations that
are more flexible, more democratic, more open,
and more diverse. If they take advantage of this,
they will be able to displace traditional political
parties and take their place. But for this, they
should not be afraid to take responsibility for
what is happening in the country and integrate
into the government. The future is for profession-
als, even when it comes to community activists.

Discussion and conclusion.

In view of the above, I can come to the con-
clusion that all these manifestations of irratio-
nal, populist behavior of politicians actualize the
task of finding various means to counteract these
threatening tendencies and crisis phenomena.

Both in most European countries and in
Ukraine, there is an increasing tendency to divide
society into the populist, corrupt elite, who have
all rights, and disenfranchised people with obli-
gations and responsibilities. This separation is at-
tributed to the erosion of the representative func-
tion of party systems, including the decline of
party membership and party affiliation, reduced
voter turnout and increased unpredictability of
voting. The decline of the representative function
of parties leads to populist reactions in their tra-
ditional sense.

Examining populism and its role in the politi-
cal system in different countries, I can regard it as
a result of a party system that does not fulfill its
representative function. Populism in many cases
paves the way for authoritarian rule.

As a result of the study, I emphasize some
of the trends in the political processes’ changing
nature that preceded the rise of populism world-
wide:

» removal of political elites from the peo-
ple, and their social problems;

» excessive mediation of political space;
an outburst of cynicism between people and po-
litical actors; meeting the demands of the ruling
elites, but not the people;

» collapse of the classical political parties
(together with the ideologically grounded divi-
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sion of the political spectrum into right and left
political forces), etc.

At the same time, populism is not only a neg-
ative phenomenon. It also has a relatively posi-
tive side. By demonstrating the degree of dissat-
isfaction of the people with government policy,
it serves as a kind of a barometer of the political

climate in the country; it draws attention to the
most acute unresolved issues facing society.

Such things as the demagogy, deception,
domination of the irrational behavior of different
dictators threaten democratic values and institu-
tions and are examples of the negative manifesta-
tions of populism.
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