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AHoTanifg. Memoro cTaTTI € POKPUTTA MPOIECY
MPUMYCOBOTO BHCEIICHHS TIONBCBKOTO 1 HIMEIBKOTO
HACeNIeHHS 3 TIPUKOPAOHHHUX PpETioHIB  YKpaiHCHKOI
CPP o Kazaxcekoi ~ ABroHomHOi  PajnsiHCBKOT
Comianictranoi Pecrry6miku (3 1936 p. —Ka3zaxceka PCP)
y nepion 1935-1936 pp. Ha OCHOBI aHaJi3y MaJIOBiTOMHUX
JTIOKYMEHTIB, 10 30epiraroThcs B apxiBax Ciryx0u 6e3mexn
Vikpaian. Memooonozia ~ DOCHIIKCHHS  TPYHTYETHCS
Ha TPHUHIUIAX ICTOPH3MY Ta HAyKOBOCTI a TaKoX Ha
BUKOPHCTAaHHI  ICTOPUKO-TEHETHYHOTO,  TpOOIEeMHO-
XPOHOJIOTIYHOTO Ta TMOPIBHSUIBHOTO METONIB. BucHosxu:
VY 1935-1936 pp. paasHCHKa BlIaga MPOBOAWIA MOTITHKY
MIPUMYCOBOTO BHCEJICHHS MEIIKAHIIIB 3 TEPUTOPIH Oist
3aximHOro KopmoHy VYipaincekoi CPP. IlpukxopmnonHi
paiioHn mepeOyBanM TiJ HAnIAOM  BiliCBKOBOTO
KOMaHIyBaHHs peciyOniku Toro dacy. Kopion Ha modarky
1930-x pp. moyaB aKTUBHO 3MIIIHIOBATHCS, @ IPUKOPIOHHA
TepuTopis HA 7,5 KM BU3HA4amacs K eciuiaHagHa (To0To
TEPUTOPIs MiK BIICBKOBIMH 200 YKPITIICHIMHU 00’ €KTaMU
i mocemenusMu). Ha nymKy panasHCBKOTO KEpiBHHIITBA,
HEOOXiTHO OyJ0 BHUCETUTH MICIIEBE HACEICHHS 3 i€l
TepuTopii, y TOMy HYHCIi MOJbChKEe Ta HiMmerpke. Ilinx
ocobmuBy yBary HKBC mnorpammnm >xutemnmi 3axigHHX
perionis YCPP, sxi B OiipmIocTi cBoiif Manm HeraTHBHE
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CTaBJICHHSI 10 PaJITHCHKOTO PEXKUMY 1 pOJIUUIB 32 KOPJIOHOM,
a 'y pasi MaiibyTHHOTO 30POMHOr0 KOH(MIIKTY 3 CyCimHIMU
KpaiHaMM MOTIIM O MiATpUMAaTH iHO3eMHI Bilicbka. Takux
HaceJeHUX IyHKTIB HapaxoByBanocs 178 oauHHIB.
VY Hux Memkano 4232 nonbkebki i 1357 HiMebKUX ciMei
3arajibHOI0 YHCENBHICTIO MToHax 27 TUC. 0ci0. AJe 3ronom
3arajibHa YHCENIBHICTh 3allNIAHOBAHUX MEPECEIICHIIIB
3pocna 10 15 tuc. cimeit mo ckiagamo 70 Tuc. ocio.
VY 3B’s13Ky 3 THM, L0 BCI BUTBHI 3eMJI1 y MIBACHHO-CXITHUX
obnactsix pecryOmiku Oynu 3aceneni me y 1920-x pp.,
TO HA3BaHY KIJIBKICTh MOJbCHKHX Ta HIMCIBKHX CiMel
Oy70 3amIaHOBaHO MEpeceIuTH nepeBakHo y Kazaxcras.
Bucnosxu. Y 1935-1936 pokax criBpoOITHHKH OpraHiB
HKBC Bucenunau 3 npukopaoHHuXx paioHiB YCPP He
TIJIBKU YKPATHChKE HACCIICHHSI, aJie ¥ )KUTEIIB MOJbChKUX
1 HIMEIBKHMX HallloHaJbHUX paiioHiB. Cranom Ha 1936 p.
Oinbie HiXK 74 THC. 0Ci0 Oyno BuceneHO 3 BiHHMIBKOT,
Kwuiscbkoi Ta Onecbkoi obnacreit B Kazaxceky PCP. Takum
YHHOM, IPUMYCOBE BUCEJICHHSI MELIKAHI[IB TPUKOPJOHHUX
TEpUTOPIii CTajo MIPOJOBKECHHAM penpecuBHOL
MOJNITUKK PAJTHCHKOTO PEXHMY SIK 3aco0y TOJOIaHHS
MPOTECTHUX PyXiB xkureniB Ykpaincokoi CPP. Ilpaxmuune
3HA4eHHs::  PE3YNbTATH  JOCHI/DKEHHS  OKPECIIOIOTh
KOJIO MAaJIOAOCIIDKEHUX TIpOOJieM, sKi MOXYTh OyTH
JIOCHIJDKEH] 'y Mai0yTHBOMY 3 PO3CEKPEUYEHHSM HOBHX
JIOKyMEHTIB 1IbOTO NepioAy; iHpopMmallisi, ojaHa y cTarri,
MOKE€ BHUKOPHUCTOBYBATHCSI IpPU PO3pOOLI HaBYAIBHUX
nporpam. Opueinanbhicms: TOCTIKCHHS 0a3yeThCsl Ha
MaJIOBIJOMHX IOKYMEHTaxX, 110 30epiraroTbcsi B apxiBax
Cnyx6u Oesneku Ykpainu. Hayxosa noeusna: CTaTTA
JTOTIOBHIOE MAaCHB ICTOPUYHUX JOCTIKCHb HalllOHAJIBHOT
Ta PENPEeCHBHOI MOJITHKH PAISHCHKOI BIaJy 110 POOHUTH
HOTo aKkTyalbHHM 1 3allOBHIOE MPOTaJIMHU B ICTOPHYHUX
JAaHUX III0JI0 MPUMYCOBHX BHUCeNeHb cepenunu 1930-x
pokiB. Tun cmammi: eMmipuyHa.

KurouoBi cjioBa: BUCENCHHS; eCIUIaHAIHA 30HA; MOJISKH;
Himui; Ykpainceka CPP; Kazaxceka PCP.
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BbicesieHre MOJIBCKOT0 M HEMEIKOT0
HaceJIeHHUS U3 PUTPAHUYHBIX
obsacreit YCCP B Kazaxckyw CCP
B 1935-1936 rr.
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AHHoOTanMsA. []envio cTaThu SBISIETCS PACKPBITHE IIpoLiecca
MIPUHYAUTENBEHOTO BBICENIEHUs. IONBCKOTO M HEMELKOTO
HaCeJIeHUs] U3 NMPUIPaHUYHbIX pernoHoB YkpauHckoid CCP
B Kazaxckyro ABroHoMHYI0 CoBeTCKYT0 COIMAIICTHIECKYIO
Pecrryomuky (c 1936 . — Kazaxckas CCP) B mepmoz 1935—
1936 . Ha OCHOBE aHajM3a MaJOM3BECTHBIX JIOKYMEHTOB,
xpansiiuxcst B apxuBax Ciry:kObl Oe30acHOCTH YKpauHbI.
Memooonozus uccneoBaHUsI OCHOBBIBAETCS HA TIPUHITUIIAX
HCTOpU3MAa U HAYYHOCTH, a TaKKe MHCIOIb30BaHUU
HCTOPHKO-TEHETUYECKOTO,  MPOOJIEMHO-XPOHOJIOTYECKOTO
U CPaBHUTENBLHOTO METOA0B. Pe3yromamur: B 1935-1936 rr.
COBETCKasl BIACTh MPOBOAWIIA MOIUTHKY HMPHHYAUTEIHHOTO
BBICEJICHUS JKUTENEH U3 TEPPUTOPUIN y 3amaJHON IPaHUILIbI
VYikpaunckori CCP. [Torpanndnbie paliloHbl HAXOAMIIHUCH O]
HaOMIOZICHHEM BOGHHOTO KOMAaHJIOBAHMSI PECITyOIMKH TOTO
BpeMeHH. [panuiia B Hadane 1930-X Im. Hauama akTUBHO
YKpEIUIATCS, a HOrpaHUYHas Teppuropus B 7,5 KM
OTIpeZIeIISIach KaK 3CIUIAHa/IHas (TO €CTh, TEPPUTOPHST MEXK/TY
BOCHHBIMH MJTH YKPETIIICHHBIMI 00BEKTAMH 1 TTOCETICHNSIMH).
[lo MHEHHMIO COBETCKOTO PYKOBOACTBA, HEOOXOIMMO OBLIO
BBICEJITh MECTHOE HACEJIEHHE C ITOH TEepPUTOPHH, B TOM
qucie TOoNIbCKoe U Hemenkoe. [1ox ocoboe Banmanne HKBJ]
nonajgd kuTenn 3amagHeix peruoHoB YCCP, koTopble
B OONBIIMHCTBE CBOEM HMENM HEraTMBHOE OTHOIICHHE

© Pozosrik O. 1., 2020

Universum Historiae et Archeologiae
The Universe of History and Archeology
YHiBepcyMm icTopii Ta apxeonorii
YHUBepCcyM UCTOpUM U apxeosiormm
ISSN 2664-9950 (Print)
ISSN2707-6385 (Online)

2020. Vol. 3(28). Issue 1, pp. 139-150
doi 10.15421/26200112

http://www.uha.dp.ua

K COBETCKOMY pPEXHMY M POACTBEHHUKOB 3a I'PaHMLEH,
aB cirydae Oy/TyILero BOOpyKEHHOT0 KOH(IIMKTA C COCEIHUMH
CTpaHaMH MOIVIM Obl MOJUIEp)KaTh MHOCTPAHHBIE BOMCKA.
Takux HaceNeHHbIX IYHKTOB HACUUTHIBAJIOCH 178 enuHumL.
B Hux npoxuBano 4232 mnonsckue u 1357 Hemenkux
cemeld oOmIel uncneHHocThI0 Oomtee 27 ThIC. yenoBek. Ho
BIIOCJIE/ICTBMM  OOIIas YMCIEHHOCTH 3aIlIaHUPOBAHHBIX
HEepECENEHLEB BO3pociia 10 15 ThIC. ceMeid, 4To coCTaBIsLIo
70 ThIC. YyenoBek. B cBA3M ¢ TeM, 4TO BCe CBOOOHBIE 3eMIIH
BOT0-BOCTOYHBIX O0JIACTSX PECITYOIMKH OBLTH 3aCEIICHBI CILIe
B 1920-x T, Ha3BaHHOE KOJIMYECTBO MOJIbCKUX U HEMELKUX
cemeli ObUIO 3aITAHMPOBAHO ITEPECENTUTh IPEUMYIIIECTBEHHO
B Kasaxcran. Bwuigoowsi. B 1935-1936 romax corpymHuKH
HKBJI Bbicenmumu He TONBKO YKPAaUHCKOE HAaCeJeHHE,
HO U JKMTENeH MOJBCKUX M HEMELKHX HAalOHAIbHBIX
peruonoB. Ilo cocrosHmo Ha 1936 rom, Gomee 74 ThIC.
yesoBeK ObuTH TIepecesieHb! W3 Bunaumikoi, Kueckoit
n Oneccroit obnacreit B Kasaxckyto CCP. Takum oOpasom,
MPUHYIUTEILHOE BBICEIECHUE HACENIEHUS U3 IPUIPAHUYHBIX
TEPPUTOPUI CTaJIO IPOJOIKEHUEM PENPECCUBHOMN MOTUTHKU
COBETCKOT0 pe’KMMa KaK CPECTBA IPEOJONICHUS TPOTECTHBIX
nBwkeHnd xurenedt  Ykpaunckon CCP.  [lpaxmuueckoe
3HAYeHue: PEe3yIbTaTbl HUCCIENOBAHUS OYEPUUBAIOT KpPYT
MAaJIONCCIIC/IOBAaHHBIX IPOOJIEM, KOTOpble MOTYT OBITh
UCCIIeZIOBaHbl B Oy/yIleM € pacCeKpeuMBaHMEM HOBBIX
JIOKYMEHTOB 3TOTO IepHo/ia; MHPOPMALKsl, TPeICTaBICHHAs
B CTarbe, MOXKET UCIOJIb30BAThCS IIPU pa3padoTKe Y4eOHBIX
nporpamMm. OpucuHaibHOCHb: WCCISIOBaHUE 0a3upyeTcst
Ha MaJIOM3BECTHBIX IOKyMEHTaX, XpaHs;LIMXCS B apXHBax
Coryx0b1  Oe3omacHOCTH  YKpawHbl. Hayunas Hosusua:
CTaTbsl JOMNOJHAET MAacCUB HCTOPHUYECKUX MCCIEA0BAHUI
HAlMOHAJIBHOM M PENpecCUBHOM IOIUTUKU COBETCKOI
BJIACTH, YTO JIENIAET €r0 aKTYaJbHBIM U 3arOJHsET IPOOEIIbI
B UCTOPUYECKHUX JAHHBIX O MPHUHYJUTEIbHBIX BBICEICHUSIX
cepequnbl 1930-x ronoB. Tun cmamuu: SMIUPUUECKas].

KuawueBbie cJjioBa: BbICEIICHHE, OCIUIAHATHAS 30HA;
noJisiku; Hemubl; Ykpaunckas CCP; Kazaxckas CCP.
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Abstract. The aim of the article is to reveal the process
of forced eviction of the Polish and German population
from the border regions of the Ukrainian SSR to the
Kazakh Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic (since
1936 — the Kazakh SSR) in the period of 1935 — 1936
based on the analysis of little-known documents stored
in the archives of the Security Service of Ukraine. The
research methodology is based on historical and scientific
principles, as well as the use of historical-genetic,
problem-chronological and comparative methods. Results:
In 1935 — 1936, the Soviet government pursued a policy
of forced eviction of residents from the territories near the
western border of the Ukrainian SSR. The border areas
were under the supervision of the military command of the
republic at that time. In the early 1930s the border began
to be actively fortified, and the border area of 7.5 km was
defined as esplanade (that is, a territory between military or
fortified objects and settlements). According to the Soviet
leadership, it was necessary to evict the local population
from this territory, including Polish and German people.
Residents of the western regions of the Ukrainian SSR
came under special attention of the NKVD, who for
the most part had a negative attitude towards the Soviet
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regime. Besides, they had relatives abroad, and in the case
of a future armed conflict with neighboring countries,
they could support foreign troops. There were 178 such
settlements. They were home to 4,232 Polish and 1,357
German families with a total number of more than 27,000
people. But subsequently, the total number of planned
migrants increased to 15,000 families, which amounted
to 70,000 people. Due to the fact that all vacant lands
in the southeastern regions of the republic were settled
in the 1920s, it was planned to move the named number
of Polish and German families mainly to Kazakhstan.
Conclusions. In 1935 — 1936, the NKVD officers evicted
not only the Ukrainian population, but also residents of
Polish and German national regions. In 1936, more than
74,000 people were resettled from Vinnitsa, Kiev and
Odessa regions to the Kazakh SSR. Thus, forced eviction
of population from the border areas became a continuation
of the Soviet regime’s repressive policy as a means of
overcoming the protest movements of the inhabitants of
the Ukrainian SSR. Practical value: the results of the
study outline a range of little-studied problems that can
be investigated in the future with declassification of new
documents of this period; the information presented in
the article can be used in the development of educational
programs. Originality: the study is based on little-known
documents stored in the archives of the Security Service
of Ukraine. Scientific novelty: the article supplements
historical research on the national and repressive policies
of the Soviet regime, which makes it topical and fills in
the gaps in historical data on forced evictions of the mid-
1930s. Article type: empirical.

Keywords: eviction; esplanade zone; Poles; Germans; the
Ukrainian SSR; the Kazakh SSR..
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Formulation of the problem. The Soviet Union
began to curtail its indigenous policies and began re-
pression against so-called «enemy nations» during the
first half of the 1930s. Soviet authorities discrimina-
tory actions against socio-economic and religious life
of Germans were sporadically observed in the 1920s.
In the early 1930s, this nationality was also consid-
ered hostile. This situation of national minorities in the
USSR was to some extent caused by the deterioration
of relations between the state and the European coun-
tries. At this time, representatives of Polish and German
nationalities began to be perceived by the Soviet au-
thorities as «spies» acting against the USSR. One of
the ways to solve this problem was to relocate the pop-
ulation from the border area, which is discussed below.

Historiography. The issue of repression and de-
portation in the USSR has long been left without prop-
er coverage due to political circumstances. Historians
gained access to previously secret archival documents
only after Ukraine’s independence. Among the histo-
rians studying the problems of forced resettlement of
various social groups from the territory of the Ukrainian
SSR, Oleg Kalakur can be singled out. In the mono-
graph «Poles in ethnopolitical processes in Ukraine in
the twentieth century» he shows the situation of the
Polish national minority in the USSR. In particular, the
researcher notes the decision of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party and the Ukrainian Central
Executive Committee to evict Poles to Kazakhstan,
the formation of Soviet propaganda image of «hos-
tile nations» (Kalakura, O.).

Bohdan Chirko’s monograph deals with the per-
secution of the German national minority and some
facts of deportation to the Kazakh Autonomous Soviet
Socialist Republic (Chirko, B.).

In his monograph Volodymyr Adamovsky notes
the reasons and course of deportations from the
Ukrainian SSR during the first half of the 20™ centu-
ry, as well as the number of deportees from the border
to Kazakhstan in 1936 (Adamovsky, V.).

Volodymyr Serhiychuk’s monograph deals with
forced eviction of Ukrainians since the era of the
Russian Empire, including the 20™ century. The author
also presents materials on the deportation of Ukrainians
collected not only from the territory of Ukraine, but
also from other regions of the USSR (Sergiychuk, V).

In modern Ukrainian historiography, the term
«deportation» is often used by researchers in relation
to this problem (Adamovsky, V.; Bazhan, O.), terms
«deportationy, «resettlement of nations» are less used
(Kalakura, O.). Also, in many works, researchers use
such concepts as «forced relocation», «deportation»
and «eviction» (Chirko, B). The term «deportation»
is used for the process of eviction of non-residents in
English-language scientific circulation. Based on a UN
document (human rights, pp. 3 — 6), the author of this

article uses the term «forced eviction» to describe the
process of eviction of citizens from the territory of the
USSR, which took place in the mid-1930s.

The aim of the article is to analyze little-known
documents stored in the archives of the Security Service
of Ukraine, to reveal the process of eviction of Polish
and German population from the border regions of the
Ukrainian SSR to the Kazakh SSR during 1935 — 1936.

Presentation of the main materials and results.
In 1920, the Soviet-Polish war took place, which ended
with the Riga Peace Treaty (March 1921). The Treaty
gave Poland Western Ukraine. Thus, the southwestern
border of the republic bordered on Romania and Poland.
The length of this border was about 1,200 km and the
border area was inhabited by 500,000 Ukrainians and
members of national minorities — Moldovans, Jews,
Germans, Poles. In the early 1920s at the request of
the Romanian and Polish governments the process of
resettlement from the border zone into Ukraine of the
inhabitants of those settlements that fell into the border
zone during the demarcation line began. There were
some cases when the border passed directly through a
farm, village or near a settlement. In the early 1920s
there were 48,000 such yards with 250,000 people.
Another reason for the resettlement of residents of
the border zone on free lands of Ukraine, especial-
ly farms from Volyn province, was their acute land-
lessness. Here one farm with a number of 5 — 7 peo-
ple had 2.5 — 4 desyatin' of land]. In addition, the
soils in these regions were infertile and the vast ma-
jority of the population lived on the brink of poverty
(Zemlezabezpechennya..., p. 23). Therefore, during
1922 — 1925, the population in the border area, ac-
cording to the decision of the CPC of the USSR?, was
relocated mainly to free lands of southern Ukraine.
They built 1920 villages and hamlets in the region.
They were inhabited by 24,229 families of migrants
from the border area. Another part of the families set-
tled in different villages and towns of the south-east-
ern districts of the USSR. (Do kolehiyi..., pp. 8, 9).

The border area, which was defined as 7.5 km, to-
taled about 9,000 km?. Resettlement process from these
areas continued through the second half of the 1930s
inclusive. It should be noted that with the formation
of the collective farm-cooperative system of produc-
tion in agriculture in the mid-1920s, the process of re-
settlement of population from the border zone stopped
(Stan kooperatyvnoyi spravy..., p. 74). This was pri-
marily due to economic reasons, as the beginning of

' 1 desiatyna — it was 1,09 hectares of land.

2 Rada narodnykh komisariv - The Council of

People's Commissars. It was the central administrative
and executive authority. It had the right to take some
legislative acts.



continuous collectivization in Ukraine led to sociali-
zation of land, which in itself began to solve the prob-
lem of landlessness of the peasantry. If in the 1920s the
resettlement process was caused by the foreign policy
factor and the economic condition of the border popu-
lation, in the early 1930s it was mainly due to political
motivation. The Soviet government took the policy of
citizen’s mass migration in the late 1920s as a means
for overcoming the protest movements. This was the
notorious fight against kurkuls.® Repressions against
Poles and Germans began immediately after the estab-
lishment of the Bolshevik authorities in Ukraine. Since
1919 punitive functions had been performed by the All-
Ukrainian Extraordinary Commission, and since 1922
by the State’s United Political Administration. A cam-
paign was launched against the Catholic and in gen-
eral against all churches, as well as eviction of large
Polish and German landowners from the western re-
gions of Ukraine where they predominantly lived. In
1926, the People’s Commissariats of Land Affairs and
Justice sent instructions to local councils informing that
former large landowners were not allowed to live in
their estates and border regions in general. In 1928 the
VUTSVK (Ukrainian Central Executive Committee)
issued an order to all district executive committees to
evict all wealthy Polish landowners and to dismiss all
persons of Polish nationality from the border guards
(Kalakura, O., pp. 233, 240).

As a result of population uprising against vio-
lent collectivization in May 1929, the CC KP(b)U
(The Central Committee of the Bolsheviks Communist
Party of Ukraine) and the RNK (The Council People’s
Commissars of the Ukrainian SSR) issued special de-
crees on strengthening of the western border and evic-
tion of all peasants, which posed danger to the author-
ities. Though, it should be noted that in November
1929 a resolution was issued which provided for reset-
tlement of the population living in the area of 22 km
along the border, voluntarily (Adamovsky, V., p. 55).
In the spring of 1930, the deportation of 15,000 Poles
began in Ukraine, and the image of «enemy nationsy,
Polish and German «fascist elements», was actively
formed in the press (Kalakura, O., p. 240).

At the same time, the grain procurement (hli-
bozagotivlya*) crisis began. This was due to the fact

3 Kurkuls — called rich peasants who used hired la-

bor. During Stalin's collectivization of farms all peasants,
even not rich, who opposed collectivization and policy of
Soviet power, called kurkuls or kulaks (in Russian pronun-
ciation).

4 Hlibozagotivla (preparation of the grain re-
serves) — it was the harvesting of grain that was planned
and purchased by public authorities at the prices es-

tablished by the government.

doi 10.15421/26200112

that the state bought bread from the peasants at very
low prices, so that it became unprofitable for peas-
ants to grow it. Also, at this time there was a period of
drought. For non-fulfillment of the grain procurement
plan, the peasants were fined, property was confiscat-
ed, and so on. The kulaks, «counter-revolutionaries»,
and church ministers were blamed for the grain crisis
0f 1931-1932. Therefore, in 1932, the expulsion of all
«guilty» workers of collective farms, their directors,
and wealthy owners outside the republic began to be
carried out. At the same time, lawsuits against mem-
bers of rebel organizations, often fictional, such as
the «Polish Military Organization» and the «National
Union of Germans in Ukraine» were implemented.
Subsequently, since 1934, these lawsuits had been
used to justify the deportations of national minorities,
including from the borderline of the Ukrainian SSR.

In the later period, according to archival docu-
ments, grain procurement in the border areas in 1932
was slightly less plunderous than in the rest of the
Ukrainian SSR territory. This was caused by the fact
that the border population could protest the policy and
flee massively to Romania and Poland. This would be
a severe discredit of the Soviet government in the in-
ternational arena, Stalin’s policy of building socialism
in the Soviet Union and so on. During the Holodomor
(famine) of 1932-1934, residents from other regions
of the USSR, the BSSR, and the RSFSR were relocat-
ed, although on a voluntary basis, to the regions most
affected by the famine. They were mostly the mem-
bers of collective farms who completely fulfill the
grain provision plans and, of course, supported all so-
cio-economic measures of the Soviet government. On
the other hand, entire villages where movement against
the Soviet rule was previously noted and which did
not accept the policy of forced collectivization, were
evicted by repressive authorities to the eastern regions
of the USSR or to the Soviet Far East.

The leadership of the republic sought, through
resettlement and often forced evictions, to suppress
the protest movement that had matured among the
rural population against accelerated collectivization,
low wages on collective farms, and the artificially or-
ganized Holodomor. It should be noted here that in
some regions of Ukraine such a phenomenon as fam-
ine lasted until the end of 1934 — early 1935, and the
government of the republic did not take appropriate
measures to avoid it.

What were the motives for the Soviet govern-
ment to evict the population in the border area dur-
ing 1935-1936?

In December 1929, the Presidium of the CEC
of the USSR outlined the special status of the border
zone of the USSR with its resolution on the eviction
of people who arrived and settled there without spe-
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cial permission of local authorities and the OGPU.?
In December 1931, the USSR SNK aimed to «inten-
sify the struggle for the elimination in the near future
the influence of kulak-anti-Soviet elements ... to clean
the border areas, in particular the Soviet, cooperative
and collective farm apparatus from hostile and foreign
elements, while replacing neutral and unreliable ele-
ments with tested and loyal workers ...» OGPU cir-
cular from the August 13, 1933 provided for the ap-
plication of «extrajudicial repression» to people who
did not want to leave voluntarily the area where they
were forbidden to live (Postanova CPC SRSR Ne282/
ss., p. 62; Postanova RNK SRSR vid 16/1-1932, p.
63). CK VKP(b)° and the RNK of the USSR issued a
decree on October 31, 1934 to evict from the border
zone of the Ukrainian SSR «up to 1000 families of in-
dividual farmers». Moreover, the NKVS’ pledged to
complete this operation within 12 days from the date
of the decision. In December 1934 the NKVS leader-
ship decided to «clean» the border and national areas in
Vinnytsia region of the Ukrainian SSR and the AMSRR
(Autonomous Moldavian Socialist Soviet Republic).
It was recommended to prepare carefully the eviction
of residents from Marhlevskyi and Tsilynskyi national
areas. In the same month the Ukrainian SSR govern-
ment approved the decision on the relocation of mi-
norities from the border zone into the eastern regions
of the republic and Union colonization fund (Protokol
narady pry Narodnomu Komisari..., p. 37; Protokol
narady u Narodnoho Komisara..., p. 58 — 59). This was
facilitated by the fact that the border line began to be
actively strengthened in the early 1930s. The border
area of 7.5 km. was defined as an esplanade (ie, it is
the area between military or fortified facilities and set-
tlements). Accordingly, there was a need to evict the
local population from this area. Moreover, the major-
ity of the inhabitants of the western regions of the re-
public had a negative attitude towards the Soviet au-
thorities and had relatives abroad, and in the case of
a future armed conflict with neighboring countries,
they could support foreign troops. This opinion was
expressed by the residents of the national districts of
the USSR.

Later, in November of 1934, the NKVS and the
Soviet government developed the instruction which

> The Union State’s Political Directorate under the

government. In 1934 the OGPU became a member of the
NKVD of the USSR (formed from the NKVD of the RSFSR)
as the Main Directorate of State Security (GUGB).

6 Central Committee of All-Union Communist Party

Bolsheviks.

7 The People’s Commissariat of Internal Affairs —

the central authority of the punitive and repressive system
of the USSR.

specified who was to be evicted from the border zone.
These were members of individual farms, families
who did not fulfill the grain procurement plan (hlibo-
zagotivlya), those who hid grain, those who protested
against the seizure of bread in various ways, clergymen,
and all those who were not loyal to the Soviet govern-
ment, including representatives of national minorities.
Resolutions on the eviction of such families were to
be made by village councils, and evictions were to be
approved and organized by district executive commit-
tees and regional executive committees (Postanova
RNK USRR vid 14/IKH-1934 r...., p. 65; Plan pro-
vedennya..., p. 76). Special commissions, headed by
members of the Communist Party, compiled lists of
persons to be expelled to the northern regions of the
Soviet Union. Following the government’s decision,
local authorities with representatives of the NKVS of
the Ukrainian SSR selected the border villages from
which Polish families had to be evicted into the eastern
regions of Ukraine and the Soviet Union. There were
178 such settlements. They were inhabited by 4232
Polish and 1357 German families with total number
of more than 27,000 people.

On 23 January 1935, a new decree of the Central
Committee «On the relocation of the border zone of
8300 farms in connection with defensive considerations
and the re-settlement in the border areas of 4 thousand
of the best collective farms of the Kyiv and Chernihiv
regions» came out. During February-March 1935, 8329
families were expulsed from Kyiv and Vinnytsia re-
gions to the eastern regions of the Ukrainian SSR, and
2,000 families from the border regions. Among them
there were 615 Germans, 681 Poles, and 589 Ukrainians
and 115 families of other nationalities. Most of them
were directed to hard and dangerous work. The planned
total number of immigrants was increased to 15,000 of
families which was equal to 70,000 people. The above
mentioned number of Polish and German families were
scheduled to move mainly to the Kazakh SSR due to
the fact that all the vacant lands in south-eastern re-
gions of the republic were already inhabited in the
1920s (Tov. Kosioru, tov. Postyshevu. 11.06.36..., pp.
83 — 84; Tov. Kosioru. 1.09.36 ..., p. 96; Tov. Kosioru,
tov. Postyshevu. 29.09.36..., p. 143). In early 1936,
the leadership of the republic developed a plan to evict
15,000 families from the border regions to Kazakhstan.
Among them 3,000 were moved to existing labour set-
tlements in Karaganda region, 2,000 — to school and
club premises, 14,000 farms were settled on new sites
in Akmolinsky and Stalinsky areas of Karaganda re-
gion (Adamovskyi, V., p. 78).

At the same time, local authorities, heads of col-
lective and state farms close to the border, inhabited
by many Polish and German people, were forced to



agitate these families to move to the eastern regions
of the republic on a voluntary basis.

The first wave of such forcibly evicted people to
Kazakhstan appeared during the NKVD operation in
February 1935. The evictions were carried out from
the following areas: Vinnytsia — 535; AMSRR — 265;
Kyivska — 100; Odessa — 100 families. Border and
military forces were involved and monitoring was en-
hanced throughout the border zone of 7.5 km so that
the relocated people could not cross the border line.
The eviction of the population was reported 10 days
before the action, however, there were cases when
even less time was given to prepare for departure. Of
course, this led to the rejection of this policy of the
Soviet power, which was manifested in attempts to
cross the border, various protests, information about
this is stated further (Sekretaryu TSK KP(b)U tov.
Kosioru..., p. 6 —9).

While considering the resettlement of German and
Polish population to Kazakhstan, it should be noted
that this process was intensive in 1936 and lasted un-
til 1938. The relocation of these families in 1936 took
place in two «waves» — April — June and September.
Thus, during the first wave of resettlement, 4232 Polish
and 1357 German families were ecvicted (27,023 peo-
ple in total) from 6 border areas of Vinnytsia and Kyiv
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regions to Karaganda oblast of the Kazakh ASSR. The
NKVS classified these families as «unreliable» by the
following indicators: linked with foreign countries
—970; related with consulates — 404; former smug-
glers — 690; suspicious of espionage — 512; families
of persons convicted for counterrevolutionary activ-
ities — 417; religious activists — 481; former soldiers
of the Polish and Ukrainian armies — 346; set against
the Soviet authorities — 1747. These families were di-
vided by the social composition as follows: 483 fami-
lies — rich, 987 — owners of individual households and
4097 families were members of collective farms (Tov.
Kosioru, tov. Postyshevu. 11.06.36..., p. 84; Dovidka
pro natsional’nyy..., p. 86).

A new expulsion began in September 1936 (4200
families from Kyiv and 5233 from Vinnytsia regions
—42,954 people in total). There were 6725 Polish and
2708 German families among them. They were social-
ly classified as follows: 1073 families of rich peas-
ants, 3060 — individual farmers and 5300 — members
of collective farms (Tov. Kosioru, tov. Postyshevu.
9.08.36...,p. 173 — 174; Tov. Kosioru, tov. Postyshevu.
29.07.36..., p. 90). In total, 15,000 families were evict-
ed from Kyiv and Vinnytsia regions (69,977 people)
during 1936. Among them there were11494 Polish
families and 3506 German families (see Table 1).

Table 1.

National and social composition of immigrants from the cross-border areas
of Kyiv and Vinnytsia regions to Kazakh SSR, 1936

Relocated National family . . -
oy Social family composition
o . People composition
District name Fami- Child G Individual Collocti
lies Adult "¢ Total Poles | Kurkuls | Torvidua orective
ren mans farmers farmers
Vinnytsia region
Lyahovetskyi 500 1320 808 2128 500 — 53 68 379
Polonskyi 450 1107 826 1933 401 49 41 30 379
Antonynskyi 250 679 448 1127 249 1 3 62 185
Satanovskyi 500 1254 772 2026 500 — 30 145 325
Vazaliyskyi 300 793 464 1257 300 — 23 35 242
Orynenskyi 270 699 290 1089 270 — 16 36 218
StRonstan= 350 | 794 | so1 | 1365 | 300 - 44 58 198
tynivskyi
Teofipolskyi 499 1282 822 2104 499 — 9 41 449
Izyaslavskyi 299 796 604 1400 299 — — 31 268
Kamyanets= 1550 | 1296 | 781 | 2077 | 500 - 16 91 393
Podilskyi
Chemerovetskyi 363 931 572 1503 363 — 10 39 314
Smotrytskyi 300 833 447 1280 300 — 4 157 139
Yarmolynetskyi 250 656 397 1053 250 — — 110 140
Horodokskyi 448 1235 653 1888 448 — 40 183 225
Vinnytsiaregion | )59 | 3665 | 8575 | 22230 | 5179 50 289 1086 3854
in total
Kyiv region
Emilchynskyi 1004 2501 2418 4919 542 462 1 253 750
Novograd-Volyn 550 1568 1138 2706 222 328 — 46 504
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Table 1. (Continue)

Relocated National family . . .
o Social family composition
I . People composition
District name |~ Fami- Child G Individual | Collecti
lies Adult Hd- Total Poles C | Kurkuls | ‘Rdividua ollective
ren mans farmers farmers
Zhytomyr 300 777 599 1376 239 61 — 12 288
Baranowskyi 500 1401 1114 | 2515 404 96 115 115 270
Korosten 380 1098 801 1899 243 137 21 88 271
Chervono- 900 2455 1962 | 4417 203 697 35 63 802
armiyskyi
Barashivskyi 570 1410 1482 | 2892 230 340 82 62 426
Kywtf;iion Mol 4204 | 11210 | 9514 | 20724 | 2083 | 2121 254 639 3311
Relocated
. 9433 | 24865 | 18089 | 42954 | 7262 | 2171 543 1725 7165
in September
_ Relocated 5567 | 15381 | 11642 | 27023 | 4232 1335 483 987 4097
in May — June
Relocated
in total during | 15000 | 40246 | 29731 | 69977 | 11494 | 3506 1026 2712 11262
1936

Source: Dovidka pro natsional’nyy i sotsial’nyy sklad pereselentsiv..., pp. 145 — 146.

However, this process was not peaceful every-
where because most families were resettled forcibly.
People arranged several kinds of protests. Firstly, there
were attempts to cross the border in groups, second-
ly, spread of protests near village councils, open ex-
pression of opinions against the resettlement policy
of the Soviet government, and finally, the most radi-
cal types of protest — burning their ownb houses and
the threat of suicide. For example, in the village of
Yarun (Yarunskyi district in Vinnytsia region) one of
resettlers tried to burn the buildings of a rural activ-
ist who participated in the organization of the reset-
tlement process. In Sloboda village one of the reset-
tlers began to cut out his orchard, in order not to be
used by the new owners of his house. In Yurkovschyna
village of the same district a German resettler set his
house on fire, the same actions were committed by a
resettler from Aneta (Yarunsky district). There was a
case of corn arson by a resettler at the railway station
in Gorodnitskyi district. In Novograd-Volyn region
local people spoke against relocation and noted that
such actions of the authorities was open persecution
on ethnic grounds. In Yarun and a number of other dis-
tricts, there were cases of local people fleeing abroad
to avoid resettlement, as well as mass protests against
the government's violence.

In the process of resettlement, the NKVS arrest-
ed 123 people who carried out similar protests. The
rest of the people who tried to avoid resettlement and
cross the border with Poland were detained and re-
turned to the railway stations for further transporta-
tion. (Tov. Popovu. Spetssvodka Ne 3..., pp. 20 — 28;
Tov. Kosioru, tov. Postyshevu. 11.06.36 ..., p. 84;

Tov. Kosioru, tov. Postyshevu. Spetssvodka Ne § ...,
p. 115; Tov. Kosioru, tov. Postyshevu. Spetssvodka Ne
9-10..., pp. 115-117).

Departures of the population from those areas
from which planned resettlement was not provided were
also noted. In Yemelchanskyi, Chervonoarmiyskyi,
Novograd-Volynskyi districts local population went
to other parts of Ukraine remoted from the border re-
gions, motivating it by the approaching of the war.
In December 1936, 15 German and Polish families
working at one of the factories left Gorodnytsia and
Novohrad-Volynskyi districts on their own, according to
official data. There were also cases when families them-
selves applied to the District Executive Committees
for a desire to move to Kazakhstan, as their relatives
lived there and in order not to remain alone among
the Ukrainian population. Such facts were recorded
in Olevsk and Horodnytsia districts (Tov. Kosioru,
tov. Postyshevu. 22.05.36..., p. 19; Tov. Kosioru,
tov. Postyshevu. 23.05.36..., p. 22; Tov. Popovu.
31.05.36..., p. 25; Tov. Popovu. Spetssvodka Ne 3...,
p. 27; Spetssvodka Ne 7..., p. 44; Tov. Postyshevu
P.P...., p. 150).

Polish and German population did not want to
leave their inhabited places, because they lived in one
or another settlement sometimes for several genera-
tions. The territory where Poles and Germans were
relocated was almost unprepared for people to settle
there. This was determined by such factors as the lack
of material for housing, there were no roads, transport,
communications, social and domestic spheres, and the
land was virgin or fallow.



Regarding the organization of resettlement, it
should be noted that all settlers were paid for working
days on the collective farm, for crops that were to be
given to them. Displaced people who did not have their
own food were allocated certain amounts of money. The
wagons in which the migrants were staying had securi-
ty guards, medical staff, isolation wagons and march-
ing kitchens. Cattle, necessary fodder and agricultur-
al implements were sent along with the settlers. Thus,
in 1936, the settlers carried with them 3,700 horses,
7,636 cattle and 5,006 small cattle, as well as more than
71,000 birds. Special wagons, service personnel and
fodder were provided for their transportation and main-
tenance (Tov. Kosioru, tov. Postyshevu. 30.11.36..., pp.
281 —282; Tov. Kosioru, tov. Postyshevu. 11.06.36...,
p. 85; Dovidka pro kil’kist’ ..., pp. 148 — 149).

The NKVS leadership hoped that no more than
45,000 people would come to Kazakhstan, but in fact
at the end of 1936 69,977 people were relocated, and
the local government was not ready to accept so many
people (Tov. Kosioru. 1.09.36..., p. 96; Dovidka pro
kil'’kist'..., p. 146). This led to cases of poorly planned
relocation of settlers and the lack of normal living con-
ditions in the places of arrival.

Resettlers from Kyiv and Vinnytsia regions de-
scribed settlement conditions in the letters to their rela-
tives in Karaganda region of Kazakhstan: «... They un-
loaded us in the open desert, where there is just ground
and sky. We are living in tents. It has been raining for
three day. The tents are leaking, so it is very cold and
we all are sleeping in clothes. Nothing is sown here.
Typhus appeared and many children died, sometimes
we have 2-3 deaths per day». Other resettlers told
about absence of any socio-cultural conditions, and a
large number of various unaffordable products: «... We
have been travelling for 4 days. On Taincha station they
unloaded us in the open field, and we stayed there for
4 days, then we were brought 60 kilometers far away.
There are a lot of products, you can get everything,
but only if you have money. Earnings are poor and
you work more than at home. Generally, it is very bad
..» (Tov. Kosioru, tov. Postyshevu. 9.08.36..., p. 175;
Spetssvodka Ne 7 ..., p. 42 — 44).

In 1936 to accommodate the resettlers, 37 new
settlements were built and 468,500 hectares of land
were allocated to farms. For one farm there were 26
to 68 hectares of land, from which 20 to 55 hectares
were conditionally suitable (Adamovskyi, V., pp. 78,
81). The farms received much more land than they had
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in Ukraine. However, these lands were often virgin or
barren. Also, people were not sufficiently provided with
tools to process the land. The climate of Kazakhstan
was different from Ukraine’s. These conditions did
not facilitate the adaptation of resettlers to a new life.

Due to the reasons mentioned above, the first set-
tlers who arrived in such areas sought to leave their
settlements and the lands allotted to them immediately.
Some of them returned to the villages from where they
were relocated, and others — to the cities and villages
of Ukraine, Belarus, the European part of the RSFSR.
However, according to a resolution of the OGPU of
April 22, 1931, persons expelled from the border area
were deprived of the right to return, even when their
eviction expired. A special passport regime was creat-
ed in all areas adjacent to the border. And from August
1933, special commissions were organized at the lo-
cal branches of the OGPU, which controlled the en-
tire population that arrived in the regime zone. In the
absence of a residence permit, such people were sent
back to previous settlements (Postanova RNK SRSR
Ne 282/ss...., p. 62; Postanova RNK SRSR vid 16/1-
1932..., p. 63).

Conclusions. In the late 1920s, the Soviet
government developed a series of regulations on the
special status of the border area, which was due to
a number of reasons. 7.5 km area along the border
and plus 20 kilometers of adjacent territory became
esplanade. The government feared that in the case of a
future military conflict, the local population, which had
always been negative about the government’s socio-
economic policies, would help the armies of other
states. In 1929, it was finally decided to evict from the
border all those disloyal to the government and replace
this population with collective farmers and members of
the CP(b)U from other regions of the USSR. Between
1935 and 1936, the NKVD expelled 15,900 German
and Polish families from Vinnytsia, Kyiv, and Odesa
regions, amounting to more than 74,000 people.
Most of them were deported to Karaganda region
of the Kazakh SSR. Due to poor living conditions,
some families, especially during the first wave of
resettlement, tried to relocate to other regions of the
USSR or return to their places of residence. Thus, the
eviction of the Polish and German populations from the
border regions was a continuation of repressive policy
of the Soviet government as a means of overcoming
protest movements of the people of the USSR.
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lamy3eBuit nep>xaBuuii apxiB Ciry:xOu O6e3nexkn Ykpainu,
apk. 96.

Tos. Kociopy, mos. I[locmuwegy. Cneyceooka Ne 8 no
nepeceinenmio iz npuxopoonnux pavonie Kuiscoxoi'i Binnuyo-
koi oonacmeii 6 Kazaxcman. 08.09.36. Cup. 59. On. 1. @.
16. Kuis: Namy3eBwuii nepsxaBauii apxis Ciryx0u Oe3nexu
VYkpainu, apk. 113—115.

Toe. Kociopy, mos. [locmuwegy. Cneyceooxa Ne 9-10
10 nepecenentio iz npuKopooHHux pationie Kuisecwvkoi i Bi-
HHuywbkoi obnacmet ¢ Kazaxcman. 10.09.36. Crp. 59. Om. 1.
@. 16. Kuis: ['any3eBuii nepxaBuuii apxiB Ciryx0n 6e3nexn
VYkpainu, apk. 116—118.

Tos. Kociopy, mos. [locmuwegy. 29.09.36. Cup. 59.
Omn. 1. ®. 16. Kuis: ['any3eswuii nepxasuuii apxis Ciryx0u
Oesnexn Ykpainu, apk. 143—144.

Tos. Ilonosy. 31.05.36. Cup. 59. Omn. 1. ®. 16. Kuis:

lamyseswmit nepxaBuuil apxiB Ciry:x0u 6e3mexn Ykpainy,
apk. 23-25.



Tos. Ilonosy. Cneycgeooka Ne 3. 25.05.36. Crp. 59.
Omn. 1. @. 16. Kuis: I'anmyzeBuii nepxxaBuuii apxis Ciryx0u
Oesriexn YKpainu, apk. 26—28.

Tos. I[locmuwegy I1.11. IIpo 8ui3ou pobimHuxie-Him-
yis i noaaxie iz Iopoonuyvrkoco pationa. Cup. 59. Om. 1.
@. 16. Kuis: ['any3esuii nepxaBuuii apxiB Ciryx0Ou Oe3rnexu
VYkpainu, apk. 150.
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8 YMOBAX PAOSHCLKOI NOMIMUYHOL cucmemu (nepuia noio8uHa
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