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Tourism geography: functional structure and role in tourismology

Oresta Y. Bordun, Pavlo V. Romaniv, Wolodymyr R. Monasryrskyy

Ivan Franko National University of Lviv, Lviv, Ukraine, obordun@ukr.net  

Abstract. The objective basis of tourism as a phenomenon of social life makes it a complex, 
multi-faceted object of scientific knowledge. Geography was one of the sciences that has 
studied tourism since it became a phenomenon of human existence and has initiated an 
innovatory scientific direction, that is tourism geography. We researched the theoretical 
approaches to the definition of the notion tourism geography, tourism studies and 

tourismology as integral notions in the scientific discourse regarding the study and research on tourism. We determined the main legal, 
organizational, natural, socio-economic, humanitarian and other basics of the geography of tourism which are orientated at provision 
of dynamic development in the sphere in general. Modern traditions and tendencies of the European school of tourism studies, novel 
scientific orientations in the block of adjacent disciplines were evaluated and the authors` interpretation of the functional structure of 
the direction “Tourism geography” are presented. We determined the integral character of the theory of tourism geography with its 
characteristic structural changes due to the multi-functionality of scientific directions, because tourism geography is a complex natural-
ecological-socio-economic system which covers geographical, ecological, socio-cultural, economic, political, organization-legal and 
other aspects, processes and phenomena is related to comfortable and safe recreation. The position of tourism geography in the system 
of sciences and scientific disciplines with updated notion-category apparatus were characterized. We determined the peculiarities of the 
structural-functional scheme of the touristic sphere (use of the natural and cultural-historical resources – providing touristic services – 
obtaining economic profits). We should note the increasing attention to the ecological problems of tourism geography, balance of the 
social, ecological, economic components at different levels of territorial organization of the touristic process.  

Key words: tourismology, tourism studies, geography of recreational resources, geography of tourism infrastructure, geography of 
changes in the environment of tourism, geography of touristic movement, country studies for tourism, local studies for tourism

Географія туризму: функціональна структура та роль у туризмознавстві
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Анотація. Об’єктивне підґрунтя туризму як явища суспільного життя робить його складним, багатогранним об’єктом 
наукового пізнання. Географія була однією з наук, що досліджувала туризм з початку перетворення його у феномен людського 
буття і започаткувала інноваційний науковий напрям– географію туризму. Простежено теоретичні підходи до визначення 
сутності поняття географія туризму, туризмознавства і туризмології як інтеграційних понять у науковому дискурсі стосовно 
вивчення й дослідження туризму. Визначено загальні правові, організаційні, природничі, соціально-економічні, гуманітарні 
і інші засади географії туризму, що спрямовані на забезпечення динамічного розвитку галузі в цілому. Оцінено сучасні тра-
диції і тенденції європейської школи туризмознавства, новітні наукові напрями в блоці суміжних дисциплін і представлене 
авторське трактування функціональної структури напряму “Географії туризму”. Визначено інтегральний характер теорії 
географії туризму з його характерними структурними змінами у зв’язку з багатофункціональністю наукових напрямків, 
оскільки географія туризму складна природо-еколого-соціо-економічна система, яка охоплює географічні, екологічні, 
соціокультурні, економічні, політичні, організаційно-правові та інші аспекти, процеси і явища, пов’язані з  комфортним та 
безпечним  відпочинком і оздоровленням. Охарактеризовано позицію географії туризму у системі наук та наукових дисциплін 
з оновленим понятійно-категоріальним апаратом. Визначено особливості структурно-функціональної схеми туристичної 
галузі (використання природних та культурно-історичних ресурсів – надання туристичних послуг – отримання економічних 
прибутків). Акцентується на необхідності збільшення уваги до екологічних проблем географії туризму, збалансованість 
суспільної, екологічної, економічної складової на різних рівнях територіальної організації туристичного процесу. 
Ключові слова: туризмологія, туризмознавство, географія туризму, географія рекреаційних ресурсів, географія туристичної 
інфраструктури, географія змін туристичного середовища, географія туристичного руху, туристичне країнознавство, ту-
ристичне краєзнавство
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Introduction. Tourism has a dominating and priority 
position regarding the vectors of the development 
of the economy and culture, and is one of the most 
promising directions of socio-economic development, 
because it demonstrates stable tempi of growing 
demand for it. The formation of the new scientific 
direction – tourism studies – has become a specific 
response to social demand, urgent need of modern 
society. 

In the scientific literature, the capacity of the 
terms “tourism geography”, “tourism studies”, “tour-
ismology”, particularly from the systemic perspective, 
was defined in the works of contemporary Ukrainian 
scientists (N. Krachylo, 1980, 1987, O. Ljubiceva, 
2004, 2006, 2010; M. Malska, 2008; V. Fedorch-
enko, 2013;) and foreign researchers (V. Alejziak 
(Alejziak); Р. Батлер (R.W. Butler); P. Bernecker 
(P. Bernecker), R. Winiarski; W. Gaworecki, I. Zorin, 
W. Hunzicker, M. Hall (Hall, C. M), А. Kovalchuk, 
J. Krippendorf (J. Krippendorf), K. Kraft (K. Kraft), 
W. Kreisel (Kreisel, Werner), O. Lazzarotti (Lazzarot-
ti, Olivier), S. Liszewski, V. Kvartalnov, M. Mironov, 
V. Preobrazhenskij, D.G. Pearce, P. Risch, J. Stradner 
and others. 

Every year, the amount of specialized scien-
tific journals describing the problem of tourism as 
a modern phenomenon increases around the world. 
In 1971–1990, 16 additional journals devoted to the 
problems of tourismology emerged, and in the pe-
riod of 1991–2004, the list of journals has enlarged 
with another 39 positions, and currently Hospitality 
& Tourism refers to the list of touristic scientific peri-
odic editions comprising 131 names, which according 
to the analysis conducted by Cheng C.-K., Li X. R., 
Petrick J. F. & O›Leary J. T contain only a compara-
tively small share of the articles by geographic scien-
tists focusing on the phenomenon of tourism (Cheng, 
C.-K., Li, X. R., Petrick, J. F., & O’Leary, J. T., 2011). 
Among the defences of Candidate of Sciences disser-
tations, the share specializing in tourism geography is 
also very small according to the researchby Egyptian 
scientists Jafari and Aaser (Jafari, J., Aaser D., 1988). 
However, we consider the geographic approaches to 
the research most correct for understanding the sus-
tainable (balanced) development of tourism. 

Geography is a perfect discipline for the study 
of the global touristic sphere. There are many prin-
cipally geographic aspects of tourism orientated to 
the following principle: touristic product as economic 
and geographic category is traded and consumed in 
the place of origin and purpose of tourists, tourism 
transforms the environment of the visited places by 
the means different from non-touristic processes, 

provides transport of people, goods, services, ideas 
and money through space; provides a special way in 
which people understand and treat the environment. 

Considering the essential spatial aspects of tour-
ism, foreign geographers have made a significant 
contribution to academic research on tourism. They 
have developed some key conceptual models for the 
explanation of the development of tourism, including 
the morphology of the resort, touristic-historical plac-
es and the life cycle of the touristic zone. Moreover, 
geographers have made an important contribution to 
the study of ecological dimensions of tourism and the 
concept of sustainable development of tourism and 
ecotourism. 

Despite the fact that tourism geography is based 
on the study of tourism, and has also increased the 
number of students of the Geography Faculty, ironi-
cally it occupied a certain peripheral position in aca-
demic geography. This status could partly be due to 
the inertia of the academic institutions and staff , who 
do not consider tourism a serious subject for study, 
and also difficulties in assessment of the touristic 
sphere compared with primary and secondary sectors 
of the economy. 

Therefore, having analyzed foreign and domestic 
experience of studying geography as an interdisciplin-
ary sphere of knowledge in tourism, we should distin-
guish the range of the main tasks of our publication: 
to determine the peculiarities of the system approach 
to tourism as multi-aspect phenomenon; character-
ize the structure of tourism studies and tourismology; 
find and distinguish the place of tourism geography 
in the system of tourismologic disciplines; describe 
the relationship of tourism geography and various 
sciences, disciplines, interdisciplinary scientific prob-
lems, determine the directions and the content of such 
relationships. 
Materials and methods. The continuous increase 
in the amount of travel and qualitative content of 
such phenomenon as tourism is indicated by the 
statistical methods developed by the World Tourism 
Organization (UNWTO). Thus, without analysis of 
the material by the UNWTO, there would have been 
no integral, systematic perception of the formation 
of tourism geography as a fundamental direction in 
post-classic geography. Integration of the theoretical 
bases of tourism geography was performed using 
philosophical methods of dialectics and general 
scientific methods of analysis, synthesis, induction 
and deduction. 
Results and their analysis. Based on the modern 
interpretation of tourism as a phenomenon of social 
life, there occur certain difficulties in the approaches 
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at the beginning of its emergence, establishment and 
further development. However, most researchers 
agree that its start should be attributed to the 
introduction into everyday life of a certain number 
(or category) of people who spend their free time 
traveling into every-day life. Therefore, the studies of 
such phenomenon begun with the process of mass, in 
some way organized, touristic movement. 

As noted by the authors Ljubiceva O.O., Malska 
M.P., Zinko Y.V., tourism geography, perhaps, is one 
of the first scientific disciplines which have chose 
tourism as the subject of their research almost since the 
beginning of its development when it was developing 
from individual travel to a mass phenomenon, i.e. the 
XIX century. 

The first scientific-practical studies of the touristic 
process were recorded in European countries such 
as Austria, Switzerland, Germany, in the late XIX 
century. At the same time, the touristic glossary was 
enlarging etymologically with specialized terms and 
notions. Let us look at the key events and dates at the 
turn of the XIX-XX centuries in European touristic 
science and practice (Table 1). 

The first half of the XX century witnessed the 
emergence and work of educational institutions 
which became the creators, promoters of science and 
practice of tourism. Such institutions are: 

1) Düsseldorf College of Hotel Trade and 
Transport, 1919 

2) Research Institute for Tourism of Berlin 
College of Trade, 1929; 

3) Scientific-Research Institute of Tourism of 
College of Global Trade in Vienna (now the Vienna 
University of Economics and Business), 1934; 

4) Institute of Tourism Research in Bern and 
Seminar on Tourism (Seminar für Fremdenverkehr) 
in St. Gallen in 1941. There, the first fundamental 
works on tourism by professors W.Hunzicker and K. 
Kraft were published. 

After the WWII, the science of tourism devel-
oped further. In Switzerland (Bern) in 1949, the Inter-
national Association of Scientific Experts in Tourism 
(AIEST) was founded, which began to publish the 
Journal “Revue de tourisme”. A significant role in the 
establishment of this institution belongs to the Swiss 
professor C. Kaspar. Under his influence, the first 
centers of academic studies for tourism geography 
emerged in the economically developed countries of 
Western Europe, which in the process of their scientif-
ic work have generalized the national scientific find-
ings. Particularly, the British scientific contribution 
was summed up in the researches by D. Pearce and R 
Butler (Pearce, D.G. & Butler, R.W. 1993), W. Kreisel 

defined the contribution and scientific condition of the 
German tourism geography (Kreisel, Werner, 2004.), 
Oliver Lazzarotti has done the same regarding the 
French tourism geography (Lazzarotti, Olivier, 2002), 
and  Michael Hall has analyzed the possibilities of co-
operation of national European schools of geography 
and tourism (Hall,  2009, 2013.). 

The results of American studies in tourism geog-
raphy were summarized in the research by K. Mey-
er-Arendt and A. Lew (Meyer-Arendt, Klaus J., and 
Alan A. Lew, 2003).

Later, the theory of tourism began to develop in 
Eastern Europe, where the educational institutions of 
preparation of responsible specialists appeared. The 
historical analysis of the establishment of tourism ge-
ography conducted by M. Rutynsky (Rutynsky M., 
2016) shows the appearance of fundamental research-
es on tourism geography in Slovenia (monograph 
by V. Brachich), Bulgaria (M. Bychvarova), Poland 
(J. Warzynska and A. Jackowski), Russia (P. Zachini-
aiev and N. Falkovych, M. Ananiev, E. Kotliarova).

The start for tourism studies in the domestic sci-
ence was made by several scientific disciplines. The 
first one was tourism geography. Particularly this sci-
entific direction would further develop and form the 
basics of the meta-theory of tourism. This is reflected 
in the general structure of human geography general-
ized by O. Shabliy, where in the block of disciplines 
of Economic Geography, the direction Tourism Geog-
raphy is presented (Shabliy O. I., 2001). As tourism 
emerged as a social phenomenon, it took a leading 
place in this structure. Since the mid 1990s, the sub-
ject of research in recreational geography was study 
of geospatial patterns of the human behavior in the 
process of recreational activity and provision of rec-
reational facilities. 

A significant breakthrough in the development of 
tourism geography in Ukraine was observed between 
the mid 1990s and the beginning of the XXI century. 
First of all, it is related to the defense of candidate 
dissertations by Krachyla M. P., Ljubiceva O. O., Bei-
dyk O. O. and a number of candidate dissertations, as 
well as the publication of fundamental monographs 
(Bejdyk, O.O., 2001; Ljubiceva, O.O., 2006), and 
also regional monograph editions (Fedorchenko V. K., 
Pazenok V. S., Kruchek O. A. and others., 2013).

In O. O. Bejdyk`s monograph, the methodologi-
cal basics were systematized and the methods of the 
research of recreation-touristic resources was elabo-
rated, the knowledge of their structure was enlarged, 
and the notion-terminological apparatus of recreation-
al geography and tourism geography was deepened. 
Resource-recreational assessment and passportization 
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of administrative-territorial subjects of Ukraine was 
conducted, and its rating recreational zoning was sub-
stantiated. 

The monograph of Ljubiceva O. O. (Ljubiceva, 
2006) focused on the theory, methodology and meth-
ods of the study of geospatial aspects of the develop-
ment of the market of touristic services, mechanism 
and patterns of its functioning and territorial organi-
zation at different hierarchic levels. 

According to O. Ljubiceva, tourism studies was 
precisely the most theoretically developed interdisci-
plinary scientific direction which reveals all the com-
plex basic theories of tourism as a social phenomenon 
(Ljubitseva, 2010).

Tourism studies is a scientific direction with-
in which tourism is studied as social phenomenon 
(Ljubitseva., 2010). In the collective monograph ed-
ited by V. Pazenok, V. Fedorchenko, tourism studies 
was defined as a notion which covers any knowledge 
of tourism: general and partial, theoretic and prac-
tical, abstract and specific, rational and sensitive, 
ideal and real (Fedorchenko, Pazenok, Kruchek and 
others., 2013), and tourismology is interpreted as a 
meta-theory of tourism based on philosophy of tour-
ism as a phenomenon of nowadays. 

The Ukrainian (Fedorchenko V. K., Pazenok V. 
S., Kruchek O. A. and others., 2013; Krachylo N.P., 
1987; Ljubitseva O.O., 2010) and foreign scien-
tists (Alejziak, Winiarski, 2003; Kvartalnov, 2003; 
Mironenko, Tverdohlebov, 1981; Preobrazhenskij, 
1988) in general terms had similar ideas on the divi-
sion of tourism studies into scientific directions which 
formed on the boundary of economics, geography, 

history, philosophy, pedagogy, psychology, and law. 
In the novel history of science of tourism, one of 

the first one to start generalizing the knowledge about 
tourism asa  multi-faceted and multi-aspect phenom-
enon was Birzhakov M. B. In his study “Introduction 
to Tourism”, he proposed the section “Names of the 
sciences on tourism” (Birzhakov, 2006). This section 
contained definitions of the science which deals (will 
deal with) tourism as a certain system of knowledge 
concerning this phenomenon. These names are con-
fined to: touristics, tourology, tourography. 

Polish researcher V. Alejziak proposed to call 
the science “touristology”, where the main, central, 
integral object of the research would be the tourist, 
psychology of the tourist. According to V. Alejziak, 
“study of tourism as a phenomenon includes interdis-
ciplinary knowledge, multifacetedness, flexibility and 
variation of forms of participation, similarly to or-
ganizational structures and systems of management, 
extreme increase in the number of travelers and load 
on the most visited objects (Alejziak, Winiarski, red., 
2005).

We think that these notions do not reflect tour-
ism as a systematic phenomenon, because touristics 
is used as a Polish-borrowed term, tourology and 
tourography have the term “tour” in common, which 
does not fully reflect the essence of tourism as a sys-
tematic phenomenon. Therefore, definition of “tour-
ism studies”, and the science “tourismology” most 
successfully reflect the phenomenon of tourism, in-
cluding the subjective-objective component, the study 
of which requires knowledge of different sciences and 
disciplines.  

Table 1 Most notable events of the initial stage of tourism science, particularly tourism geography, at the turn of the XIX-XX centu-
ries. 

№ Author Event 
(year) Event

1 E.Fruler 1883 Report about the development of Swiss hotel management in 
Zurich

2 J. Stradner 1884 Report at the Congress on Intensification of Tourist Development 
in Austrian provinces in Graz

3 E. Fruler 1896 Publication of study “Significance of touristic statistics”

4 J. Stradner 1905 Term Fremdenverkehrsgeographie emerged – geography of for-
eign tourism (German)

5 J. Stradner 1917 Notions “tourism geography” and “touristic district” were for the 
first time used in study “Breakthrough of tourism”

6  K. Spiuts 1919 Vienna, Austria. Notion “Touristic industry” was introduced

7 R. Blanchard 1924 Publication of study “Tourism in the French Alps”

8 A. Marioti
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As with the structure of tourism studies, this 
problem has a number of propositions and variants. 
For example, Mironov Y. B. differentiates tourism 
studies into such directions as: economic, manage-
ment, geographic, historical, philosophical, psycho-
logical, and pedagogical (Mironov, 2018).

Tourism geography was distinguished as a di-
rection from economic geography as a result of con-
vergence with adjacent sciences and has become the 
basic discipline in the system of tourism studies and 
tourismology as a result of divergent processes in sci-
ence. 

Tourism geography is one of the first directions 
in tourism studies, and our research was performed 
particularly within this branch. Tourism geography 
has been developed at the same time by domestic 
and foreign scientists. Because geography as science 
has been established long time ago and was organi-
cally united with travels, then tourism geography is 
the most developed scientific direction of tourism 
studies. The main founders of tourism geography in 
Central-Eastern Europe could be considered the Aca-
demic School of Polish professor S. Lishensky, con-
tinued by Jackowski, and among the most contempo-
rary researchers – W. Alejziak. Among the Ukrainian 
researchers of tourism geography, О. Beidyk and О. 
Ljubiceva should be distinguished. Generalizing the 

views of Ukrainian and foreign researchers of tour-
ism geography, in its structure, 5-7 separate scientific 
directions are distinguished (Fig. 1). 

The main preconditions for tourism are natural 
factors which contribute to the active recreation 
and health improvement of people. It is particularly 
due to such recreational resources that tourism has 
developed as a phenomenon. The main goal and 
the main direction for geographers today is still the 
geography of recreational resources of tourism. 

The post-industrial stage of the development 
of tourism originated as a new direction in tourism 
geography – geography of touristic infrastructure. 
Non-evenness of provision of touristic resources 
in different parts of the world, regions and districts 
causes changes in the environment which is exploited 
by tourists for too long and therefore a new direction 
emerged – geography of changes in the touristic 
environment. 

Flows of tourists occur between donor countries of 
tourism and countries which accept them. Particularly 
the flows of tourists are the subject of geography of 
touristic movement. 

If as the subject we consider the study of 
countries which have touristic-recreational potential 
(TRP), then the discipline tourism country studies 
forms. The studies of local areas for presence of 

Fig.1 Structure of tourism geography 
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TRP are conducted through the discipline of heritage 
tourism ( tourism studies ). Typological diversity is 
studied by geography of types of tourism, and the 
central geographical discipline in this sense is tourism 
geography. 

The place of tourism geography in the system of 
sciences is determined objectively by the need and 
scope of goals orientated towards solving the social 
needs. Tourism geography is a complex natural-
ecological-socio-economic system dealing with 
geographical, ecological, socio-cultural, economic, 
political, organizing-legal and other aspects, processes 
and phenomena, associated with comfortable and safe 
recreation and health improvement. 

No doubt the basis for tourism geography is 
formed by natural (geography of natural resources, 
knowledge on landscape, geoecology, recreational-
landscape projecting, specialized natural sciences) 
and social geographies. 

According to the definition by H. Denysyk, 
“Natural geography is the science which consistently 
studies the nature of the Earth or its particular re-
gions from their natural condition through history of 
land use to the current anthropogenic development” 
(Denysyk, Stefankov, Chyzh, 2018). The leading sci-
entists, L. H. Rudenko, Y. O. Maruniak, I. H. Cher-
vaniov (Rudenko, Maruniak, Chervaniov, 2018) have 
formed the corresponding concept of the development 
of national geography on the basis of the paradigm of 
innovatory development and emphasize the increase 
in innovatory, informational and pragmatic functions 
of geography. Researchers O. Topchiev, V. Nudelman, 
L. Rudenko report on drastic changes in the demands 
of domestic society regarding the development of the 
natural-geographic basis for the needs of the regional-
izing the country. Geographers have already opposed 
the geographical determinism which emphasized the 
direct dependence of society on the natural environ-
ment with the concept of possibilism, using which 
the natural-resource potential of the territory is only 
a number of opportunities which could be used to dif-
ferent extent (Topchijev, Nudelman, Rudenko, 2012). 
No doubt, natural geography, by the level of dealing 
with the natural objects and phenomena, dominates 
among other sciences in tourism geography, originat-
ing another discipline – geography of recreational re-
sources. 

However, no less important is social geography 
that deals with territorial organization of touristic ac-
tivity, conditions and peculiarities of its development 
and accommodation, population, culture and also 
economy in the world in general and in separate re-
gions in particular. 

Ukrainian researchers O. I. Shabliy (Shabliy, 
2001), Y. B. Oliinyk, A. V. Stepanenko (Oliinyk, 
Oliinyk, Stepanenko, 2012), M. Pistun (Pistun, 1996; 
Pistun, 2005) and others express another point of 
view that social geography is a group of geographical 
sciences including economic geography, social geog-
raphy, geography of population, science geography, 
which fundamentally contribute to the development 
of tourism geography. 

This block also includes the recreational geogra-
phy represented by such prominent Ukrainian scien-
tists as O. Bejdyl (Bejdyk, 1997; Bejdyk, 2001), O. 
Ljubiceva (Ljubiceva, 2004, 2006, 2010), P. Masljak 
(Мasljak, 2008), I. Smal (Smal, 2010). Researchers 
are developing theoretical-methodological bases of 
the territorial organization of recreation and health im-
provement, determining and evaluating recreational 
resources, determining recreational capacity and pos-
sible border loads based on the scientifically substanti-
ated standards with the purpose of optimizing the de-
velopment and functioning of TRS (Ljubiceva,, 2004).

Tourism, especially in the XXI century, is closely 
associated with the geography of services. The most 
significant contribution to this direction was made 
by the domestic researchers M. Malska (Malska, 
Аntonuk, Hanych, 2008), O. Ljubiceva (Ljubiceva, 
2004, 2006, 2010) and others. Particularly, the re-
searchers study the functionality and dynamics of the 
market of services and the mechanisms in the tourist 
activity regarding transport connections, accommo-
dation, food, and also leisure services. 

As society develops, the needs of consumers of 
touristic services change. The modern day tourist de-
mands much more from the Roman metonymic phrase 
“Bread and circuses” (Lat. panem et circenses). Meet-
ing the demands of the time, there is currently a new 
direction in the social geography developing – cul-
ture geography. The firstto distinguish this scientific 
direction and term in Ukrainian geography was S. 
Rudnytskyi (Rudnytskyi, 1905). Culture geography 
as a science continues to be studied and its theoret-
ical-methodological basis developed by research-
ers I. Rovenchak (Rovenchak, 2008), O. Ljubitseva 
(Ljubitseva, 2010), L. Shevchuk (Shevchuk, 2007). 
The researchers distinguish territorial and national 
integrities of culture in the context of geographical 
environment. 

According to V. Gerasymenko, the integral char-
acter of the theory of tourism is deepening. Char-
acteristic structural changes occur in the contents 
of the theory of tourism, because it included many 
functional scientific directions such as marketing, 
planning, finances, human resource management, etc 
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(Gerasymenko, 2011). Furthermore, today it is hard to 
imagine integral study of tourism without integrating 
it into other scientific fields: sociology, psychology, 
geography, medicine, ecology, history, culturology, 
etc. Gradually, tourism has taken its place among the 
subjects of many sciences, which in turn contributed 
to the enlargement and complication of the subject of 
its own. Today, tourism could be studied and man-
aged only by mutual efforts of specialists in different 
scientific spheres. Therefore, some authors consider 
knowledge of tourism as a universal science which 
is managed by a number of related sciences and be-
comes a component of these sciences itself. 

Tendencies of rapid development of the touris-
tic industry around the world createthe  necessity of 
quick harmonious interaction, quick response, logis-
tics between all the links of the touristic product. The 
responsibility for all these processes is imposed on 
the adjacent sciences. In the system of tourism, the 
relationships of economics and culture, employment 
of population, international relations and safety, hotel 
business, transport organizations, are closely inter-
weaved.   

Let us consider in more detail the place of the 
adjacent sciences in the structural-functional position. 
We should note the duality of the mutual influences of 
tourism geography and adjacent sciences. 

Because the economy of the tourist business 
generalizes the economic indicators of touristic 
activity from economies of certain business entities 
– natural persons and juridical persons, the economy 
as science in the context of tourism geography could 
have two levels:

1) economy of tourism as inter-branch complex 
of tourist services;

2) economy of subjects of touristic industry. 
The system of tourist services is not confined to 

only commercial (market) relations, they also include 
fulfillment of social needs, because the main object 
of tourism is human. The social aspect of market 
services (social) is satisfaction of needs of people 
in recreation, travel, maintaining the health and 
recuperation. This is not the full list of constituents of 
tourism, an important and constant aspect of which is 
exploring and educational functions which contribute 
to the development of socialization, religious, 
political integration, cross-culture communication. In 
this we see the mutual influences of social sciences 
(sociology, political science, law, ethnology and 
anthropology, etc) and tourism geography, particular 
international.  

Tourism is one of the main forms of international 
relations and forms (or rather is able to form) favourable 

international economic and communicative climates. 
International governmental and institutional touristic 
cooperation of states effectively develops at bilateral, 
regional, subregional, interregional and global levels, 
including within the frameworks of international 
organizations, international touristic conferences, 
forums, symposiums and is an effective mechanism 
of creating a favourable environment for tourism, 
integration into global touristic processes. 

Among the exact sciences (particularly 
mathematics, computer sciences), the latter is of 
special significance in the interrelations with tourism 
geography. Currently, in tourism geography in 
Ukraine and around the world, great attention is paid 
to the computerization of the touristic process, use of 
computer technologies, etc. 

Information technologies enhance the processes 
of globalization and integration of various resources, 
demand qualitatively new approaches to ecological, 
legal, economic and information-documentation 
provision of the organization of data on tourism and 
geography of touristic activity. In our opinion, in the 
system of tourism geography, such disciplines should 
be included which are related to the development and 
introduction of information technologies which could 
present trips, travels, tourism in virtual view. 

Virtual tourism involves virtual excursions, 
virtual tours, virtual meetings, where everyday reality 
is substituted virtually. Predecessors and historical 
origins of such type of tourism are popular TV-shows 
which familiarized the viewers with interesting touristic 
places. Due to the virtual tourism, interesting regions, 
objects, phenomena, processes become available to 
the internet users without any great additional costs. 
Such type of tourism gives advantages, particularly to 
handicapped people, and also new options for travelers 
to travel, though they become passive viewers. Virtual 
trips to notable historic, cultural and architectural 
monuments and objects of the nature-reserve fund 
could be seen in many web-pages in the internet, 
presented as described excursions with numerous 
photo and video materials. Virtual experience helps 
to approach the reality. Virtualization also helps in 
selecting potential touristic destinations which the 
tourist would visit in real life.  

Taking into account the peculiarities of the 
structural-functional scheme of the touristic sphere 
(use of natural and cultural-historical resources – 
provision of touristic services – obtaining economic 
effects), the ecologisation of tourism geography leads 
to understanding of the processes of balanced public, 
ecological, economic components at different stages 
of territorial organization of touristic processes. 
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Also tourism geography is directly related to 
the town-building spheres, especially in the context 
of development of urban tourism, specifics of its 
organization, appropriateness of cities and their 
certain parts for the needs of tourism, recreation, 
excursion activity. 

For tourism geography, particularly in the aspect 
of information evaluation, geographical patterns 
of location of resources, etc, historical sciences are 
important, particularly specific historical disciplines, 
such as: archeology, genealogy, heraldry, information 
evaluation, historical demography, heritage studies. 

Tourism geography forms its notion-category 
apparatus at the border with other sciences and dis-
ciplines. Of course, as the basis, the notion-category 
apparatus of tourismology was taken and enlarged. 
It has to be noted that the dictionary of terms in the 
sphere of tourism is regularly being enlarged due to 
rapid development of new directions of market of 
services. However, as noted by O. Ljubiceva, despite 
numerous attempts to achieve the integrity of inter-
pretation of even basic terms and notions, definition 
of the main category, no unanimity has been achieved 
(Ljubiceva, 2006).

Notion-category apparatus was significantly ex-
panded by O. Beidyk. In tourism geography, new 
definitions appeared: 

recreational agglomeration – interrelated combi-
nation of settlements which develop in a certain ter-
ritory based on the common use of recreational re-
sources and infrastructure (Bejdyk, 1997);

capacities of TRS (Touristic-recreational system) 
– characteristics (diversity, dynamics, comfort, sta-
bility, effectiveness, hierarchization, reliability, etc) 
(Bejdyk О.О., 1997);

Geoqualimetry – science about assessing the 
qualities of geosystems, bordering the scientific di-
rection the objective of which is evaluation of natural 
conditions and resources (Bejdyk, 1997);

Ecological capacity of region, quantitatively ex-
pressed ability of natural or natural-economic com-
plex to maintain the necessary social-ecologic bal-
ance in certain territory (Bejdyk, 1997).

Currently, the following terminological notions 
are gaining popularity in tourism geography : coun-
try-tourism – ethnographic tourism, one of the types 
of educational tourism which has become popular in 
rural areas; canyoning – sport traveling through water-
falls and canyons using speleological equipment and 
technologies; cultural-information landscape – col-
lection of cultural-information, compactly arranged 
locations which have sufficient cultural-historical 
potential for the fulfillment of the cultural and rec-

reational needs of people (Bejdyk О.О., 1997). The 
foregoing geographic-touristic notion-terminological 
apparatus add to the definitions of adjacent sciences: 
economic, political, historical, town-building, etc. 

With time, these researches form the theoretic 
bases of tourismology. According to V. A. Kvartalnov, 
tourismology as science requires: 

-integral complex approach to it as a subject of 
scientific knowledge; 

- systematization of already developed basis of 
the analysis of the development of tourism; 

-clear definitions of the objective, subject and ob-
ject of study; 

- determination of frames of factual scientific 
problematic, uniting its separate components into a 
general picture; 

-generalization of accumulated knowledge and 
methods of study of geotourism; 

- study of the system of interdisciplinary relation-
ships, particularly with such sciences as anthropolo-
gy, ecology, economics, recrealogy, etc (Kvartalnov, 
2003).

Considering the above-mentioned thoughts, we 
should note that the main methodological functions 
of tourism studies are integrative, system-forming, 
and structural-functional. The incompleteness of sci-
entific and practical knowledge of tourism as a multi-
aspect phenomenon of social life is affirmed by the 
idea that tourismology is a multi-vector scientific di-
rection which unites philosophical, geographical, le-
gal, sociologic, culturological, pedagogic, and other 
dimensions awaiting their researchers (Fedorchenko, 
Pazenok, Kruchek and others., 2013).

Tourism geography has been formed on 
the conceptual-theoretical fundamental bases of 
geographical science, particularly nature (theory 
of nature resource management, landscape studies, 
geoecology, recreation-landscape planning and 
other specific natural sciences) and classic social 
(economic, recreational, culture, services, religion) 
geographies. However, today tourism geography 
is expanded by many adjacent functional scientific 
directions, particularly, the block of economical 
sciences such as: marketing, planning, finances, 
management of human resources, etc. Furthermore, 
in the XXI century, integral knowledge of tourism is 
impossible without its integration into other scientific 
spheres: international relations, geopolitics, history, 
psychology, medicine, culturology, etc. 
Conclusions. We have generalized the knowledge and 
approaches to the understanding of tourism geography, 
tourism studies and tourismology as integration 
notions in the scientific discourse regarding study and 
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research of tourism as a phenomenon of social life. 
The peculiarities of tourism geography as the 

fundamental discipline of tourism studies, object 
of scientific knowledge and research, effective 
sphere of economy, part of fundamental and applied 
sciences, its structure, and also the methodological 
functions of tourism geography such as integratory, 
system-formational, structural-functional ones, were 
sequentially considered. 

The integral character of the theory of tourism 
with its distinctive structural changes due to the 
multi- functionality was studied. Special attention 
was paid to the place of tourism geography in the 
system of sciences and separate disciplines, relations 
between them and mutual influences. We outlined 
the main directions of tourism geography: geography 
of recreational resources, geography of touristic 
infrastructure, geography of changes in touristic 
environment, geography of touristic movement, 
touristic social studies, local history studies regarding 
tourism, geography of types of tourism. 

We presented the notion-category apparatus of 
tourism geography, which is regularly expanding 
due to rapid development of new directions of the 
market of services, because today new terminological 
notions are gaining popularity, such as recreational 
agglomeration, geoqualimetry, cultural-informational 
landscape, country-tourism, canyoning, touristic-
recreational system, etc. 
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