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It was determined that the establishment of geoparks in Ukraine is hindered by numerous
problems, particularly: absence of target-legislation, unproductive dialogue with authorities, from local to national and difficult eco-
nomic conditions. We found that solving the problems should start from the assessment of state and international normative-regulatory
acts and characterization of the impact of the latter in the legal field of Ukraine. We found that domestic scientific works do not have
many references to the international legislation. Therefore, the necessity arises of developing an international “legal map” in the issue
of protection of geoheritage. For this purpose, we analyzed 14,335 international documents relevant for the territory of Ukraine with
their respect to their relationship to the protection of nature, natural and cultural heritage, out of which 79 were analyzed in detail. We
determined the peculiarities, according to which the international legal acts can be identified and can characterize them by 3 groups:
Treaties between states on collaboration; Treaties between states on particular natural objects; important international documents. We
determined that 48 of them have different levels of importance in the issue of establishment of Geoparks. We determined that many
international documents recommend, encourage, obligate the authorities to support protection of nature, the natural heritage, includ-
ing geoheritage. With active use of such documents, it is possible to significantly advance in solving the abovementioned problems of
establishing Geoparks. Most characterized normative-regulatory acts which are directly or indirectly related to natural objects and ter-
ritories that could be included in future Geoparks, making them an important tool in preservation of geoheritage. The presented results
correspond to all the recent changes in the legislation as at the beginning of 2019. The results can be used by scientists in the process
of establishment of real Geoparks in Ukraine, as well for preservation of geological heritage in general.
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Mi:kHapoaHe 3aKOHOIABCTBO, IK Ba;KJIMBHI IHCTPYMEHT CTBOPEHHS reonapkKiB B YKpaiHi

Onger B. Sronbauk
Jninposcorutl nayionanvhuil yrisepcumem imeni Onecs Ionuapa, [ninpo, Yrpaina, azuredn@gmail.com

AHoTauisi. Y cTarTi po3nIsAaeThCs MKHAPOIHE 3aKOHOIABCTBO, SIK IHCTPYMEHT y MPOLIECi CTBOPEHHS reonapkiB B Ykpaini. OCKiIbKU
MOHSATTS «TE€OMAapK» BiIHOCHO HOBE [T €BPONH, a THM OUIBIN I YKpaiHH, € HEOOXiIHICTh BUBYCHHS FOPHIUYHHIX ACTCKTIB I[hO-
ro nmuTaHHsA. BcTaHOBIIEHO, IO CTBOPEHHS reonapkiB B YkpaiHi Mae Oe3niu mpoliem, 30Kkpema: BiJICYTHICTh LIIBOBOTO 3aKOHOJAB-
CTBa, HEJIEBUH JIAJIOT 13 BIAJIOKO BiJl MICIICBHX JI0 HAIlIOHAJIBHUX PIBHIB Ta CKJIAJHI €KOHOMiYHI yMOBH. 3’5ICOBaHO, IO MOYHHATH
BUPILICHHS IUX NPOOJIeM MOTPIOHO 3 OLHKH JeP)KaBHUX il MDKHAPOAHMX HOPMATHBHO-IIPABOBUX aKTIB Ta XapaKTCPUCTHKH BILIHBY
OCTaHHIX B IPaBOBOMY T10J1i YKpaiHu. BUsiBIeHO, 1110 Y BITYM3HAHUX HAyKOBHUX POOOTAX Iy’e Majo MOCHIaHb Ha MIKHAPOIHE 3aKOHO-
JaBcTBO. TOMy BUHMKA€E HEOOXiTHICTh CTBOPEHHS MiXKHAPOJHOT «IOPUIMYHOT Maln» y MUTaHHI OXOPOHM I'€0CTIa/IIMHH. [3 1i€f0 MEeTOI0
Oyi1o npoanaizoBano 14335 Mi>KHapOIHUX JOKYMEHTIB, SIKi JIII0Th Ha TepUTOPii YKpaTHH, I1[0/10 1X BIHOIICHHS JI0 OXOPOHU HPUPOJIH,
MIPUPOAHOI Ta KyJIBTYPHOT CHAIIMHHY, 3 KX JETaJIbHO ONpanbsoBaHo 79. Bu3HaueHO 0COOIMBOCTI, 3TiAHO SIKMM MIXKHApOJHI MPaBOBi
aKTU MOXKHA BITHECTH Ta OXapaKTepH3yBaTH 3a 3 TPyIaMu: YTOIM MiX Jep:KaBaMU PO CHIBPOOITHHUIITBO; YTOIH MiX JepKaBaMH PO
KOHKPETHI PUPOHI 00’ €KTH; BakmBi Mi>KHapOIHI JOKYMEHTH. BeTaHOBIIEHO, M0 48 3 HUX Ma€e Pi3HOTO PiBHA LIHHICTH y MUTaHHI
CTBOPEHHS I'e0NapKy. 3’ SCOBaHO, 10 0araro Mi>KHAPOAHUX JOKYMEHTIB PEKOMEH/Y€, CIIOHYKa€, 3000B’sA3y€ By HO3UTHBHO JiSITH Y
HaNpsIMKY OXOPOHHU IIPUPOAH, IPUPOIHOT CIIaIIIMHU, Y TOMY YHcIi it reocnaaiiuuu. [Ipy akTHBHOMY BUKOPUCTaHHI TaKUX JOKYMEHTIB
MOXKJIMBO CYTTEBO NPOCYHYTHUCH Y BUPIIIEHI 3a3HAYEHNUX MPOOJIEeM CTBOPEHHS Ieonapky. bibuicTh oxapakTepu30BaHUX HOPMATHBHO-
IIPABOBHX aKTiB HaNpsiMy abo OIOCEPEIKOBAHO CTOCYIOTHCS NMPUPOAHUX 00’ €KTIB Ta TEPUTOPIH, SKI MOXKYTh BXOJHUTH JIO MalOyTHIX
TeoIapKiB, [0 POOUTH IX BaKIIMBUM IHCTPYMEHTOM Yy IINTAaHHI 30€peKeHHs Te0CIaaMH. BrukianeHi pe3yasraT BilIOBIIAIOTh yciM
OCTaHHIM 3MiHaM y 3aKOHOZABCTBI Ha movaTok 2019 poky. Pe3ynsrarn MoKy Th OyTH BUKOPHCTaHI HAYKOBISIMA JJIsI CTBOPEHHS Peab-
HOTO reonapky B YKpaiHi, TaK i B IIJIOMY Yy IUTaHHI 30€peKEHHs TEOJOTIYHOI CHaIuHH.

Knrouosi cnosa: zeonapk, eeocnaowuna, MincHapoOHe 3aKOHOOABCE0, MIXCHAPOOHUI OOKYMEHM, IOpUOUUHA MaNnd
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Introduction. At a time when the world community,
and especially Europe, is moving towards conserva-
tion of the geoheritage by establishing Geoparks in
the global network, geosites and objects protected
by international institutions — there are no such ob-
jects in Ukraine. Scientists of many countries are al-
ready studying how to improve the work and the in-
frastructure of the existing Geoparks, as for example
in Brazil and Germany (Corrado Venturini, 2019;
Eduardo Guimaraes, Paulo Felipe, Ribeiro Bandeira,
Joao Marcos Ferreira de Lima Silva, Rafael Celestino
Soares, 2018), in Holland the geopark is considered a
brand and the attitude of the inhabitants to it is being
studied (Arie Stoffelen, Peter Groote, Erik Meijles,
Gerd Weitkamp, 2019), therefore: the relevance of
solving the problem of establishing such Geoparks in
Ukraine is of great importance. In the previous stud-
ies, one of the determined problems was the absence
of “a legal map” (Yaholnyk, Manyuk, 2015) in the is-
sue of establishing a geopark, and the corresponding
Ukrainian laws were analyzed. However, a no less im-
portant aspect of creating a “legal map” is the interna-
tional legislation.

In most Ukrainian studies on establishing Geopa-
ks, a certain pattern emerges. Practically in all the
works, there is either only a small number of refer-
ences to the international legislation, or a complete
absence of such references (Tofig Rashidov, Talat
Kangarli, Ilkin Kangarli, 2018; Kravchuk, Bohutskyi,
Zinko, Brusak, Krychevska, Blahodyr, Shevchuk,
2013; Manyuk, 2007; Maria Helena Henriques, José
Brilha, 2017; Shevchuk, 2011). Some researchers ex-
plain such pattern by the fact that legal aspects are
complex and do not stimulate those who are trying to
legitimize geological monuments (Heichenko, Flore,
2014). Among the publications of foreign authors,
the norms of international law are mentioned and ex-
plored, but not entirely, as for example in Azerbaijan,
where the aspect of creating Geoparks also remains
unsolved, the importance of the international law is
almost ignored; (Tofig Rashidov, Talat Kangarli, Ilkin
Kangarli, 2018) in the articles focused on the study of
the legislation, 5 to 10 different international acts are
mentioned, for example in the article “Geoconserva-
tion legal status and geopark establishment in Greece”
(Haidarlis, Sifakis, Brachou, 2017). Therefore, the
relevance of the results of the studies provided in
the article have an exceptional character for Ukraine
— because the mentioned documents were signed or
ratified particularly by Ukraine, and furthermore the
methodology of the studies, conclusions, list of inter-
national acts and their significance for preservation of
geoheritage can be useful for foreign researchers as
well.
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The objective of the study was to develop an in-
ternational “legal map” regarding creation of a geopa-
rk within the legal field of Ukraine, based on the exist-
ing normative acts which our country has ratified and
signed.

It was found that in the international legislation
which is in force in the Ukrainian legal field, no term
“geopark” exists. Therefore, since target documents
are absent, normative acts approximated to the prob-
lem should be used.

Firstly, we should determine what the interna-
tional law is composed of and how it functions. The
international legal act as the main legal source of the
current international law can have different names
and forms: agreement, declaration, contract, commu-
niqué, pact, convention, charter, tract, protocol, stat-
ute, exchange of diplomatic correspondence, etc. Dif-
ferences in the names do not have a legal significance,
because a treaty regardless of its name is an agree-
ment which creates rights and obligations for the par-
ties, therefore all of them have legal force (Skakun,
2001).

Concluding of international treaties is regulated
by The Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties be-
tween countries and international organizations, ad-
opted in 1986 at the Conference under the aegis of
the UN in Vienna. Among the stages of concluding
an international treaty, a special place belongs to its
ratification (The Law of Ukraine, 1986). Ratification
(approval) is an act of international right using which
a state, through the responsible bodies with the rights
to conclude agreements, expresses its agreement to
take responsibility within the international framework
according to a corresponding treaty (Skakun, 2001).

We analyzed the international documents, the le-
gal force of which extends to Ukraine, and attention
was paid to their relation to the aspect of protection
of nature, natural and cultural heritage, particularly
everything that can directly or indirectly be related
to the problem of establishing a geopark. Among all
legal acts, 79 documents were found and analyzed in
detail. Among them, 48 were found to be significant
for solving the problem of creating a geopark. They
can be conditionally divided into 3 categories:

-Treaties between countries on collaboration
(22);

-Treaties between countries on particular natural
objects (6);

- Important international documents (20).
Treaties between countries on collaboration. The
first category includes international bilateral inter-
national treaties about collaboration in the sphere of
preserving the environment, between the Ministry of
Ecology and Natural Resources of Ukraine, Minis-
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try of the Protection of the Natural Environment of
Ukraine, or government of the country with a similar
body of power in another country. According to the
Vienna Convention on Succession of States in respect
of Treaties, Ukraine is successor of all the internation-
al normative acts concluded and ratified by the Ukrai-
nian RSR, therefore the agreements signed before the
independence have legal force (The Law of Ukraine,
1978). A number of countries the agreements are
signed with already have Geoparks, and some, like
Uzbekistan, are at the final stage of receiving the sta-
tus, and therefore they can be asked for help and ex-
changing experience at the legal level (Table 1).

Table 1. Treaties between states on cooperation

directions are formulated. In such documents, issues
of monitoring and assessment of actions of collabo-
ration are set out separately. Also, these treaties can
initiate creation of various commissions and commit-
tees. Then the concluding provisions are written.

An important aspect in the context of establishing
a geopark is that most of these treaties in the spheres
and directions of collaboration envisage preservation
and protection of natural objects, including objects of
future Geoparks. For example, the text of the Treaty
between the Republic of Latvia and Ukraine men-
tions: “protection of nature, bio-, -geo- and landscape
diversity of the protected territories”; (The Law of

Geographic positi?n in relation to Other Party of the Treaty Year.of sign- Number of
Ukraine ing Geoparks
Russian Federation 1994 -
Belarus 1994 -
Borders with the territory of Ukraine Slovakia 1994 !
Poland 1993,1992 1
Romania 1991 1
Hungary 1990 2
Latvia 2017 -
Lithuania 2016 -
France 2015 7
Macedonia 2010 -
Sweden 2008 -
Turkey 2007 1
located on one continent Bulgaria 2003 1
Uzbekistan 1998 1/-
Denmark 1994 1
Israel 1994 -
Germany 1993 6
Georgia 1993 -
Ttaly 1989 10
located on another Continent usA %2 .
Canada 1989 3

All treaties are small in size — containing 4 to 14
articles, in which the parties first approve their inten-
tions about cooperation. Further, the main spheres
and directions of cooperation are enlisted, usually
containing such issues as: ecology, protection of the
environment, monitoring, development, coordinated
survey and mutual help, pollution and wastes, and
many others. Variability of the issues increases if the
countries are located close to one another, for exam-
ple in the treaty with Belarus, 26 such directions can
be seen. Then the forms of collaboration in different

Ukraine, 2010), with Republic of Bulgaria: “Protec-
tion and rational use of the territories and objects of
nature protection fund” (The Law of Ukraine, 2003)
- there are many such examples. All of them can con-
tribute to cooperation and help of other countries in
establishing Geoparks. Also exchange of experience
and data would be useful.

Treaties between countries on particular natural
objects. Treaties between countries on collaboration
sometimes contain directions related to particular nat-
ural objects, but more significant are target documents
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on such objects. In Ukraine, there are 3 such objects.
According to the surveys conducted earlier, the most
promising territories for Geoparks in Ukraine are na-
tional parks (Yaholnyk, Manyuk, 2015). Many of the
objects protected by international treaties are located
in the territory of operating national parks in Ukraine
and many of them are promising regarding establish-
ment of a geopark. Therefore, the abovementioned
objects and normative acts related to them are of great
significance.

Mountain system of the Carpathians. The main
protected object in our country is the mountain sys-
tem of the Carpathians. At least 4 documents are re-
lated to it. At the same time, in the Carpathians, a lot
of national parks and separate zones with geological
objects are located — therefore these territories are
considered very promising. They include territories
of the national parks Zacharovany Krai, Uzhansky,
Skolivsky Beskydy, Verhovynsky, Halytsky, Hut-
sulshchuna, Karpatsky, Syniohora (Kravchuk, Bo-
hutskyi, Brusak, Zinko, Shevchuk, 2012; Kravchuk,
Bohutskyi A, Zinko, Brusak, Krychevska, Blahodyr,
Shevchuk, 2013; Zinko, 2011). One of the first inter-
national documents on the Carpathians was the Kra-
kow Declaration “Implementation of the Pan-Europe-
an Ecological Network (PEEN) establishment of the
“Green Backbone of Central and Eastern Europe”
(The Law of Ukraine, 1998). Mostly, the document
concerns the protection of the ecosystem of the Car-
pathians and the river basin of the Danube, the main
theses are: sustainable development of the highland
area and the pre-mountain area, nature-protection
education, support and development of tourism, solv-
ing the problems of the local population — all of them
completely correspond to the purpose of establish-
ment of a geopark according to the criteria of UNES-
CO (The Law of Ukraine, 1998; UNESCO, 2015).

In 2003 the main document on protection of the
Carpathians was signed — the “Framework Conven-
tion on the Protection and Sustainable Development
of the Carpathians”, signed by 8 countries: Ukraine,
Poland, Romania, Serbia, Montenegro, Hungary, Slo-
vakia, Czech Republic. The main theses worth not-
ing are: Article 4 Part 1 — policy orientated towards
preservation, sustainable use and restoration of the
landscape diversity; providing a high level of pro-
tection and sustainable use of natural resources and
semi-natural environments (The Law of Ukraine,
2004) Article 9 Part 1 — foster sustainable tourism,
based on the unique nature and landscapes, benefit-
ing the local population; (The Law of Ukraine, 2004)
Article 13 Part 1 — increase in ecological knowledge
and support of the corresponding education institu-
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tions and programmers; (The Law of Ukraine, 2004)
- that is protection, tourism, increase of the awareness
and communication with the public, which are some
of the main criteria of UNESCO regarding establish-
ment of geopark (UNESCO, 2015).

To the Framework Convention, according to Ar-
ticles 18 and 19, changes, protocols and appendices
could be added. Among such protocols important are
“2009 Protocol on Preservation and Sustainable Use
of Biological and Landscape Diversity in the Frame-
work Convention on the Protection and Sustainable
Development of the Carpathians” — the most impor-
tant addition, because in more detail it reveals the
problem of protection of nature objects, 32" Article
of this document focuses on the protection of land-
scape and its diversity; (The Law of Ukraine, 2004)
“2009 Protocol on the Sustainable Tourism within the
Framework Convention on the Protection and Sus-
tainable Development of the Carpathians” is also an
important addition, because it fully corresponds to the
purpose of establishment of a geopark (The Law of
Ukraine, 2004).

The basin of the Dniester river. In 2017, the
Treaty between the Government of the Republic of
Moldova and the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine on
Cooperation in the Field of Protection and Sustain-
able Development of the Dniester River Basin was
signed. The ecosystems of the basin of the river be-
long to the national parks such as the Dniester Canyon
and Lower Dniester National Nature Park, which in
turn are candidates for future Geoparks (Zinko 2012,
Kravchuk, Bohutskyi, Zinko, Brusak, Krychevska,
Blahodyr, Shevchuk, 2013) According to the Article
1 Part 1 — one of the goals of the treaty was collabora-
tion in ecological use and protection of the natural re-
sources and ecosystems of the Dniester river — among
which, there are many geological objects which could
be the basis for establishing a future geopark, includ-
ing for example, canyon-like sections of the Dniester
river (The Law of Ukraine, 2017). The treaty could
be a valuable tool, if a geopark would be established
in the territories being protected by this normative act
(The Law of Ukraine, 2017).

The coast of the Black and the Azov seas. The
Convention on the Protection of the Black Sea against
Pollution was signed in 1992 and ratified in 1994. Lat-
er, in 2007 the Black Sea Biodiversity and Landscape
Conservation Protocol were ratified. The Protocol and
the Convention protecting the Black Sea are substan-
tial documents which contain many measures, aims,
recommendations, duties regarding the ecology of
the Black Sea in general (The Law of Ukraine, 2007).
However, in the context of establishing a geopark, in-
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teresting are the sections on the protection of the land-
scape, landscape diversity and coastal zones. These
documents, apart the sea itself, protect the coastal ter-
ritories, including geological objects on the territories
which are promising for establishment of a geopark,
in the Crimean area: the Bulganak field of mud vol-
canoes, Opuksky Nature Reserve, Kara Dag, Grand
Canyon of Crimea (Kravchuk , Bohutskyi, Zinko,
Brusak, Krychevska, Blahodyr, Shevchuk, 2013).

Important international documents. “Important”
means significant in the context of the problem of
establishing Geoparks. Knowledge of international
law is a big step towards the idea of establishing
protected geological territories. Every international
document always refers to the earlier signed
documents in force. In the European Community any
document: application, request, agreement, etc has
greater value if it refers to other legal acts, because
then it functions in the legal field of such documents.
Contact with the Ukrainian local authorities of regional
and state levels mostly concerns request for help for
drawing up documents — from business documents,
applications, addresses to the projects of laws and
amendments in them. And the more references there
are to the Ukrainian or international legislations, the
more substantial they will be in the legal context.

Because the terms “geopark” and “geological
monument” are mentioned in none of the documents,
the attention should be paid to the terms close to such,
or which partly characterize them, for example: en-
vironment, natural environment, natural resources,
landscapes, ecosystem and others.

Therefore, we propose considering all the inter-
national documents in which the protection of natural
objects is mentioned, which would directly or indi-
rectly help in the process of establishment of geopark
— their name, content and usefulness. A total of 28
such documents were selected; they will be consid-
ered in the order of appearance.

The first document is the Statute of the Interna-
tional Union for Conservation of Nature and Natu-
ral Resources signed in 1948 (The Law of Ukraine,
1948).The International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) and Nature Resources becomes a
good ally in the questions of the protection of the en-
vironment. Its goals fully correspond to the purpose
of establishing Geoparks. Particular theses of the
Statute deserve special attention. According to Arti-
cle I Part 1, the Union supports the collaboration be-
tween separate persons who work on preservation of
natural resources and nature protection — that is help
in establishing Geoparks could be asked for by both
group of scientists or even one scientist (The Law of

Ukraine, 1948). Part 2 refers to encouragement of any
international and national measures for preservation
of organic life and natural environment — areas, natu-
ral objects which are subjects of scientific, historical
and aesthetic interest. Such areas and objects also in-
clude geological relics (The Law of Ukraine, 1948).
The IUCN has developed a system of categories of
protected nature territories, in which the highest level,
«la» is a nature reserve of strict regime which may
be located in particular on notable or highly-represen-
tative examples of geological systems. An important
direction of the work is also implementation of the
educational programmers and propaganda aimed at
persuading the public of the necessity of preserving
natural resources and protection of nature (The Law
of Ukraine, 1948).

In 1954 the Statute of the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and Cultural Organization was
adopted. This document is the establishment of
UNESCO. One of the main goals of the organiza-
tion, according to the first article, is the preservation
and protection of the global heritage of the mankind,
including geological heritage. This principle became
the basis for the future preservation of the geoheritage
and establishment of network of Geoparks (The Law
of Ukraine, 1954).

In 1957 the Treaty establishing the European
Community was signed — one of the most important
documents of the previous century within Europe.
Apart from the main provisions of functioning and
integral principles of the European Community, no-
table is section XIX titled “Environment” composed
of three articles - 174,175,176 (The Law of Ukraine,
2005). The articles describe preservation, protection,
solving problems related to the environment, use of
natural resources. The geologic objects of a territory
which are promising for establishing a geopark are
understood as coming under these terms, therefore
they also become objects for which this normative
act functions. Also, the section describes collabora-
tion of the member states with third countries, which
Ukraine is now (The Law of Ukraine, 2005). Thus,
this document is a practical tool in questions of help
from the EU countries, exchanging experience on es-
tablishing Geoparks, etc.

In 1971 the Convention on Wetlands of Interna-
tional Importance especially as Waterfowl Habitat
was adopted — also known as the Ramsar Convention,
finally ratified by Ukraine in 1996.Wetlands are pres-
ent in most of the territories promising for establish-
ment of Geoparks, most (over 10) of which are in-
cluded in the Ramsar International list. Protection of
these objects in the context of establishing Geoparks
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is of great significance. According to Article 1 wet-
lands are the territories of swamps, marshes, bogs,
mires, water bodies of constant or temporary, lentic
or circulating, fresh-water or saline ones (The Law of
Ukraine, 1996). Important is the statement in Article
4 Part 1 on supporting the preservation of such territo-
ries by creating nature reserves, regardless of wheth-
er they are included to the international list or not,
and provision of care for them (The Law of Ukraine,
1996). That is if in the territory, such areas would be
present, this convention would also protect the terri-
tory of the geopark.

In 1972 the Recommendation concerning the Pro-
tection, at National Level, of the Cultural and Natural
Heritage was adopted. This is a very important inter-
national document, containing direct recommenda-
tions on protection of natural heritage at the national
level, i.e. inside the country. It describes in detail what
the natural heritage is: “natural features consisting
of physical and biological formations or groups of
such formations, which are of special value from the
aesthetic or scientific clause of view; geological and
physiographical formations and precisely delineated
areas...”, “...natural sites or precisely delineated nat-
ural areas of special value for science, conservation
or in terms of natural beauty, or in their relation to the
combined works of man and of nature” (The Law of
Ukraine, 1972).

The ultimate goal of this document is protec-
tion, preservation and popularization of cultural and
natural heritage — this should be supported by the
state, becoming a determining factor of national de-
velopment (The Law of Ukraine, 1972). State organs
should increasingly find ways to finance the preserva-
tion and popularization of the heritage, with possible
involvement of private interests. Also an entire sec-
tion focuses on financial measures for the support at
all the levels: local, regional and national, benefits for
private interests, etc (The Law of Ukraine, 1972).

One of the most important sections is “Education-
al and cultural action” because its content completely
coincides with the recommendations of UNESCO on
establishment of Geoparks in the aspect of education
(UNESCO, 2015). In general, the document is im-
portant in terms of contact with the authorities at the
national level and is one of the additional tools which
can be referred to (The Law of Ukraine, 1972).

In 1972 the Declaration of the UN Conference
on _the Human Environment was signed. It is worth
noting some important theses: Part 1 of the Declara-
tion, clause 6 — improvement and protection of the
human environment for the present and future gen-
erations is the most important goal of the mankind;
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(The Law of Ukraine, 1972) clause 7 — appeal to all
governments and nations to put maximum efforts for
the protection and improvement of the environment;
(The Law of Ukraine, 1972) Part 2, Principle 2 — natu-
ral resources of the Earth and the most representative
examples of the natural ecosystems should be pre-
served; (The Law of Ukraine, 1972) — these clauses
are important, they can be referred to practically in
any nature-protection document.

Principle 24 states that the international problems
related to the protection and improvement of the envi-
ronment should be solved by cooperation of countries,
based on multi-party and bilateral treaties. According
to Principle 25, the State should support the activity
of international organizations for their coherent, ef-
ficient and dynamic role in the work on the protection
and improvement of the human environment — the
latter principle emphasizes the problem in Ukraine,
for the state does not contribute to cooperation with
the UNESCO in the issue of establishing Geoparks,
therefore this principle should be used in the dialogue
with the authorities (The Law of Ukraine, 1972).

In 1972 the most important of all international
documents regarding the establishment of Geoparks
was adopted — the Convention on the Protection of
the Global Cultural and Natural Heritage (The Law of
Ukraine, 1988). According to Article 2 of the Conven-
tion, the “natural heritage’ in particular is understood
as “geological and physiographical formations and
precisely delineated areas ... of outstanding universal
value from the point of view of science or conserva-
tion; natural sites or precisely delineated natural areas
of outstanding universal value from the point of view
of science, conservation or natural beauty” — this is
the main notion which should be used in determining
the natural heritage (The Law of Ukraine, 1988).

According to Article 3, our country should deter-
mine and distinguish different values on its territory,
according to the definitions of cultural and natural
heritage (The Law of Ukraine, 1988). According to
Article 4 the countries are obliged to provide deter-
mination, protection, preservation and popularization
of the natural heritage. (The Law of Ukraine 1988).
Article 5 mentions how particularly it should be done,
i.e.: pursue general policy orientated towards provi-
sion of the cultural and natural heritage with certain
functions in the public life; take corresponding legal,
administrative and financial measures; encourage sci-
entific studies in this sphere — these articles can be
referred to in the process of establishing Geoparks
(The Law of Ukraine, 1988). Article 6, part 1 contains
an important thesis that the cultural and natural relics
are the global heritage, for the protection of which the
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international community should cooperate (The Law
of Ukraine, 1988). To implement all of that, the In-
tergovernmental Committee for the Protection of the
Cultural and Natural Heritage of Outstanding Univer-
sal Value, called the World Heritage Committee was
established. Its work is regulated by the III section of
the Convention. The Committee composes, enlarges
and publishes the “World Heritage List”, enlisting
outstanding cultural and natural relics from the lists
provided by the countries which are the parties in the
Convention. One can be familiarized with this pro-
cess in Article 11 (The Law of Ukraine, 1988). The
subjects of the application can be: protection, preser-
vation, promotion or restoration of these relics, partly
funded by international organizations. For these pur-
poses the Fund for the Protection of the World Cultur-
al and Natural Heritage was established, as indicated
in Section IV of the document. Besides financial, the
Committee can provide other forms of help, as de-
scribed in Article 22 (The Law of Ukraine, 1988).

An important section is also VI section “Educa-
tional Programmers”, which indicates what the party
countries should aim for, using the corresponding
means, and particularly educational and informational
programmers, increasing the respect and commitment
of their nations to cultural and natural heritage; ob-
ligation to broadly inform the public about the mea-
sures taken for the execution of the Convention. It is
hard to overestimate the importance of this document
on the protection of nature and the geological heritage
in particular (The Law of Ukraine, 1988).

Table 2. Normative acts specializing in wildlife

In 1978 the Statute of the International Interna-
tional Council on Monuments and Sites was adopted.
In our country, there is a Ukrainian unit of this orga-
nization, ICOMOS. It deals with the issues of protec-
tion of cultural monuments and historical places (The
Law of Ukraine, 1978).

At first glance, it seems that the organization has
an indirect relation to Geoparks, but if we consider the
statute and the main law of this International Board,
this assumption is refuted. Very useful is Article 3,
Part 1, Clause b on objects which together with the
landscape, historic, scientific and ethnological value,
and the main thing, its natural environment, form
“ensembles” which are protected by this organization
(The Law of Ukraine, 1978). There are such “ensem-
bles” in our possible Geoparks, for example there is
monastery in the National Park Sviati Hory, which is
built into Cretaceous rocks. Because this is an inter-
national organization and one of the structural units
of UNESCO, determination of one of the objects of
geopark as an object protected by the ICOMOS would
foster the process of establishment of Geoparks.

There is a number of normative acts which spe-
cialize particularly on wildlife, but contain aspects
useful for establishment of geopark and protection of
geological objects (Table 2).

In 1991 the Protocol on Cooperation between the
Ukrainian _Soviet Socialist Republic and UNESCO
was adopted. It has legal force according to the Vi-
enna Convention on Succession of States in respect
of Treaties, therefore all the theses regarding Ukrai-

Ratifi-
Title cation Nomenclature Important theses
year
i h . .
Conventlop on the Section II “Protection of the . . . .
Conservation of European . . Protection of territories with representatives of flora and
1 1979 | environments” (The Law of
Wildlife and Natural Ukraine 1996) fauna
Habitats
“General principles”, Document, among others goals, is orientated at protection
World Charter for Nature 1982 “Functions” (The Law of of unique areas, all types of ecosystems and habitats of rare
Ukraine 1982) species
Practically all the goals mention protection of environments
. of flora and fauna. Significant aim is strengthening the ex-
Declaration on Conserva- Clause 8 . i¢ lau & & g the ex
. isting national parks and other protected natural territories
tion of Flora, Fauna and 1988 ;i . .
. . . — which directly corresponds to the transition of the nature
Their Habitats (The Law of Ukraine, 1988) . . . .
territories protected at the national level to internationally-
protected geopark
This document defines the term which is mentioned in other
Convention on Biological Article 2 (The Law of normatl\./e acts, its Fieﬁnltlo‘t‘l particularly rel.ates to geologi-
. . 1992 . cal objects. Specifically: “means a dynamic complex of
Diversity Ukraine 1992) . . . i .
plant, animal and micro-organism communities and their
non-living environment interacting as a functional unit.”
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nian SSR are in force for modern Ukraine. Because
the country has joined the Convention on Protection
of the Cultural and Natural Heritage of 1972, among
others, UNESCO would welcome applications from
Ukraine for inscription of new natural locations for
the World Heritage List (The Law of Ukraine, 1991).
UNESCO and Ukraine have agreed that in their col-
laboration they shall take into consideration this Pro-
tocol and implement measures on the following de-
velopment and enlargement of statements in practice
(The Law of Ukraine, 1991). Referring to this docu-
ment will positively contribute to the dialogue with
UNESCO on the subject of establishing Geoparks.

In 1992 the Convention on the Protection and Use
of the Transboundary Watercourses and International
Lakes was approved. Because the basins of rivers are
geological objects, and in some cases, (for example,
the River Dniester) prominent objects for establish-
ment of Geoparks (Kravchuk , Bohutskyi, Zinko,
Brusak, Krychevska, Blahodyr, Shevchuk, 2013), this
document has great value for the protection of such
geological territories. The whole document contains
articles on the protection of such objects (The Law of
Ukraine, 2003).

In 1992 the Rio de Janeiro Declaration on En-
vironment and Development was adopted. The docu-
ment contains fundamental principles on which most
normative acts on the nature protection are based .
A separate mention should be made for Principle 10
about development and support of the awareness and
participation of the population by broad provision of
information by the state (The Law of Ukraine, 1992).
This corresponds to one of the criteria of the UNES-
CO on establishment of Geoparks (UNESCO, 2015)

In 1995 the Ecological Programme for Europe
was adopted. This is systematization of most nature-
protection documents which are relevant for the ter-
ritory of Europe, compiled into one programme. The
programme emphasizes growth of the potential of
the existing nature-protection organizations, most of
which are mentioned in this article. Moreover, there is
a whole section aimed at improvement of protection
of biological and landscape diversity, which can be
referred to in the process of establishment of Geopa-
rks (The Law of Ukraine, 1995).

In 1998 the Convention on Access to Informa-
tion, Public Participation in Decision-Making and
Access to Justice in Environmental Matters was ad-
opted. It is an important document which encourages
authorities to enter into dialogue and distribute infor-
mation among the population of Ukraine. This law
contains some statements which could be used dur-
ing communication with the authorities, particularly
Article 3 ,Clause 3 on supporting ecological educa-
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tion and improvement of the level of public aware-
ness of problems of the environment, corresponding
to the criteria of UNESCO for the establishment of
Geoparks — ecological education of the public (The
Law of Ukraine, 2005; UNESCO, 2015). Also no less
important is Clause 4 of Article 3, describing the pro-
vision of required recognition of organizations which
are working for protection of the environment and
provision of needed support, which is very important
for organizations involved in preservation of geologi-
cal relics in dialogue with authorities (The Law of
Ukraine, 2005).

In 1999 the Treaty between Ukraine and the Unit-
ed States of America on Regional Ecological Center
in Ukraine was signed. (The Law of Ukraine 1999) In
2000 it was adopted at the state level. The Regional
Ecological Center (REC) is one of the international
organizations which work on protection of the envi-
ronment. In 2000, Ukraine, at the international level
and state levels, approved the creation of a center of
REC in the country. Up to 2018, according to different
data, it implemented 40-60 projects, and in 2018 the
legal status and opening of its office in Kyiv were cer-
emonially signed by Deputy Minister of Ecology and
Natural Resources Mykola Kuzio and executive direc-
tor of the REC Myhailo Dymovski (UNIAN, 2018).
Apart the support and consultative help, the REC has
a programme of grants which could be used during the
establishment of Geoparks (REC Kyiv, 2000).

In the Statute of REC in Kyiv, each clause indi-
cates help to all those interested in the protection of
the environment, from consultations to financial sup-
port, etc. Clause 8 of the Statute indicates the main
task which corresponds to the main goals and criteria
of the UNESCO in the aspect of Geoparks (The Law
of Ukraine 1999; UNESCO, 2015).

In 2000 the European Landscape Convention
was adopted. It is an important normative act indi-
cating and characterizing landscape as natural object,
according to Article 1, clause a: as territory the char-
acter of which is the result of impact or interaction of
natural and human factors — which according to legal
practice can be used as definitions in other documents
which lack definition (The Law of Ukraine, 2005).
Because most geological objects in the territory of
possible Geoparks have more aesthetic value, they
can be considered landscape relics, as for example,
the Cretaceous rocks in the Dvorichansky National
Park. Landscape objects are protected according to
this Convention, allowing them to be used and refer-
ring to it in the process of establishment of Geoparks
(The Law of Ukraine, 2005).

In 2000 the UN Millennium Declaration was ad-
opted. This is an important document for the whole of
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mankind, consisting of the main theses on develop-
ment of the global community. According to clause 6,
the UN considers that a number of fundamental val-
ues shall be exceptionally important for international
relations in XXI century shall be a number of fun-
damental values, including particularly: “Respect to
nature” and also section IV focused on protection of
the environment — this again confirms the importance
and relevance of the idea of establishing Geoparks in
Ukraine. This document is important and may be re-
ferred to in the dialogue with authorities and interna-
tional organizations (The Law of Ukraine, 2000).
Conclusions. Processing and analysis of all the above
mentioned international acts and assessments in their
legal field of Ukraine, allows us to draw the following
conclusions:

1. In the legal field of the country, the laws on
protection of geoheritage are incomplete, though
our state has ratified and signed many international
normative acts which positively affect the issues of
establishment of Geoparks.

2. An international “Legal map” was developed,
which should be used during developing documents
at the state level. This would provide these documents
with legal force.

3. On the question of establishment of Geoparks,
one should apply for help from other countries with
which corresponding treaties are signed.

4. In the international legislation, no terms
“Geoparks” and “geologic relic” are present, and
therefore the protection of geological objects should
be considered using more approximate terms:
environment, habitat, ecosystem, natural objects,
natural heritage, etc.

5. Issues of protection of the geoheritage is
a subject of growing concern within the global
community and corresponding steps towards its
preservation are being made.

6. We determined that many documents oblige
our state to support protection of geoheritage, being
an important tool in dialogue with authorities, which
should be used.

7. Results of this work should bring our country
closer to the establishment of Geoparks in Ukraine.
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